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Win  the  holiday  of  a  lifetime 
in  Magnificent  Mexico 

Merocets 


LOZENGES 


OPEN  TO  YOU 
AND  YOUR  ASSISTANTS 


The  fabulous  Merocets  Holiday  competition  is  open  to 
chemists  and  their  assistants.  One  free  entry  form  is 
available  from  your  Merrell  representative  or  direct,  and 
subsequent  entry  forms  are  available  for  every  outer  of  a 
dozen  packets  of  Merocets  ordered. 

Answer  four  questions  and  state  why  you 
recommend  Merocets. 

All  you  have  to  do  is  answer  four  questions  and  state  why 
you  recommend  Merocets  for  sore  throats,  and  you  could 
win  any  one  of  these  superb  prizes! 

Holiday  for  two  in  Mexico  worth  £2000. 

-f^This  must  be  the  holiday  of  your  dreams!  You'll  be 
staying  in  the  paradise  of  Acapulcoand  in  historic  Mexico 
City.  At  both  centres  accommodation  will  be  in  fully  air- 


conditioned  hotels.  And  on  top  of  this  we'll  give  you  £40  a 
day  spending  money! 


Easter  in  Paris  for  two  worth  £500. 

^  Spring-time  in  Paris!  The  holiday  to  suit  everyone. 
A  week  over  Easter  at  a  first-class  hotel  in  the  heart  of 
Paris.  Plus£40aday  spending  money! 

Sony  Music  Centre  worth  £250. 

y^The  Sony  HMK40  music  centre  is  one  of  the  finest 
stereo  systems  available.  Superb  turntable  with  stereo 
AM  FM  tunerand  amplifier,  together  with  a  cassette  tape 
deck  and  matching  speakers. 

50  prizes  worth  £5  each  for  the  runners-up.  There  are  50 
additional  prizes  of  £5  worth  of  Premium  Bonds. 


MEROCETS  BONUS  DEALS 

□  Order  12  outers  NOW  and  you  pay  for  only  1 1 

□  Order  36  outers  NOWandyou  pay  for  only  30 

□  Order  72  outers  NOW  and  you  pay  for  only  54 

Pleaseticktheappropriate  box 

Contact  your  wholesaler  direct  or  you  can  ring  in  your  order  to  our  Office. 
Phone  the  Marketing  Services  Dept.  Slough  34688  between  January  4th  and 
1 0th  — We'll  contact  your  wholesaler  for  you. 


Signature. 
Name  


Business  Address. 
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Comment 


Tax  relief! 


Against  all  the  forecasts,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  has  resisted  the  temptation  to  adjust  the 
country's  economy  through  the  medium  of  value  added 
tax.  To  say  that  there  will  be  relief  in  every  premises 
where  the  tax  is  collected  must  be  something  of  an 
understatement. 

Many  C&D  subscribers  will  have  experienced  an 
unusual  demand  as  the  public  tried  to  avoid  higher  tax 
by  buying  early  for  Christmas;  it  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  the  final  week  of  buying  will  show  a  drop  in 
sales  (because  all  the  money  has  been  spent)  or  a  new 
boom  as  the  public  realises  that  it  has  not  been  hit  so 
directly  as  it  was  led  to  expect. 

All  sectors  of  distribution,  as  well  as  the  public,  will 
hope  that  the  Chancellor  has  his  sums  right  in  predicting 
a  renewed  fall  in  inflation  from  summer  1977  (though 
earlier  would  be  preferable).  Panic  buying  is  unsettling 
and  does  nothing  to  encourage  confidence  and 
investment  in  the  industry. 

Sub-standard 

"A  mess",  "An  impossible  strain  on  the  eye  sight", 
"useless" — all  these  and  more  comments  we  have  heard 
from  Branch  secretaries  and  others  who  have  received 
— and  will  be  required  to  use  during  the  coming  year — 
the  1976  Annual  Register  of  Pharmaceutical  Chemists 
just  issued. 

In  taking  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  task  for  this 
publication,  we  must  acknowledge  their  own  preface  to 
the  Register  which  states:  "The  Registers  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  have  recently 
been  transferred  to  computer.  The  computer  programme, 
which  is  designed  eventually  to  make  it  possible  to 
produce  the  printed  register  in  orthodox  style  by 
computer  type-setting,  was  unfortunately  not  sufficiently 
advanced  for  the  1976  Register  to  be  produced  in  this 
way.  To  satisfy  the  need  for  a  1976  Register,  therefore, 
this  edition  has  been  printed  as  a  facsimile  reproduction 
of  computer  print-out.  It  is  hoped  that  users  will  exercise 
forbearance  over  its  obvious  shortcomings."  As 
publishers  ourselves  we  must  have  some  sympathy. 

However,  this  Register  is  something  of  which  the 
profession  might  well  feel  ashamed.  Parts  of  the 
computer  print-out  in  some  of  the  copies  we  have  seen 
are  of  such  low  quality  that  those  who  require  the 
Register  as  a  working  document  must  feel  that  their  £18 
(the  cost)  has  been  wasted.  In  particular,  names  and 
addresses  in  the  premises  register  section  are  almost 
indecipherable. 

We  recognise  that  the  Society  has  a  statutory  duty  to 
produce  a  Register  each  year  and  that  from  the  very 
late  time  of  this  year's  edition,  some  considerable 
difficulties  must  have  faced  those  responsible  for  its 
production.  However,  we  would  remind  the  Society 
of  what  is  said  of  pharmacy  premises  in  the  Statement 
Upon  Matters  of  Professional  Conduct — "The 
appearance  should  reflect  the  professional  character  of 
pharmacy".  If  that  is  what  the  Society  expects  of  its 
members,  surely  it  should  take  the  lead  in  presenting 
its  own  face  to  the  outside  world.  This  Register  does 
nothing  at  all  to  enhance  pharmacy's  status. 
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store  business  vote 
call  by  NCT 


The  business  vote  should  be  restored  at 
local  level,  the  present  method  of  asses- 
sing business  rates  is  inequitable  and  should 
take  account  of  ability  to  pay. 

Those  are  among  the  National  Chamber 
of  Trade's  comments  made  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Environment  following  publi- 
cation of  the  Layfield  report  on  local 
government  finance.  The  Chamber  Bad 
conducted  two  surveys  on  revaluation  and 
the  pattern  of  rate  increases  following  local 
government  reorganisation.  That  led  to 
criticism  of  the  present  system  because 
commercial  ratepayers  were  not  allowed, 
as  such,  a  vote  in  local  elections — despite 
their  considerable  contribution  towards 
local  government  funding.  The  system  was 
also  criticised  because  it  took  no  account 
of  ability  to  pay  when  assessing  the  rate- 
payers' liability.  The  massive  increase  in 
rate  demands  had  inflicted  considerable 
hardship  on  small  business  owners,  who 
were  unable  to  increase  turnover  to  recoup 
the  higher  costs. 

The  Chamber  also  draws  attention  to 
the  differential  assessment  of  rating  accord- 
ing to  size  of  premises  and  gives  examples 
of  its  inequitable  effects.  Shop  frontage 
has  a  relatively  high  rental  value  because 
of  display  potential,  whilst  space  at  the 
rear  has  a  relatively  low  rental  value. 
Hence  this  can  produce  disproportionate 
rating  assessments  ;to  the  disadvantage  of 
the  smaller  shops  with  proportionally 
more  frontage.  The  Chamber  recommends 
that  if  concessions  must  be  retained, 
assessment  according  to  use  rather  than 
size  should  be  considered — all  selling  space 
would  be  at  one  rate  and  all  storage  space 
at  a  lower  rate.  However,  as  a  principle, 
the  Chamber  advocates  uniformity  of  as- 
sessment. 

Other  comments  on  the  report  are :  that 
a  local  income  tax,  if  adopted,  should  be 
centrally  administered ;  that  commercial 
ratepayers  should  be  able  to  pay  by  instal- 
ments ;  that  any  idea  of  using  the  VAT 
system  to  raise  local  government  funds  be 
rejected ;  that  central  government  should 
accept  a  far  greater  share  of  the  financial 
burden  than  at  present;  that  responsibility 
for  all  items  of  local  expenditure  that  are 
national  in  character  should  be  transferred 
to  central  government. 

Injunction  stops  sale  of 
'imitation'  Chanel  perfumes 

Chanel  Ltd  were  granted  an  injunction  in 
the  High  Court  on  December  14  to  stop 
the  distribution  or  sale  of  perfumes  alleged 
to  be  imitations  of  their  No  5  and  No  19. 
The  company  is  suing  several  firms  to  stop 
alleged  infringement  of  their  trademark  or 
passing  off  as  Chanel,  perfumes  not  of 
Chanel  manufacture. 


Mr  Justice  Goulding  granted  Chanel 
Ltd,  Old  Bond  Street,  London  Wl,  an 
injunction  restraining  Charalides  Bros  Ltd, 
Alexandra  Park  Road,  Muswell  Hill, 
London,  from  selling  perfumes  in  pack- 
ages, or  with  labels,  bearing  the  words 
"Chanel  No  5"  or  "Chanel  No  19"  or 
anything  similar  if  they  are  not  of  Chanel's 
manufacture.  The  order  will  remain  in 
force  until  the  trial  of  Chanel's  action 

The  judge  was  told  that  undertakings  in 
similar  terms  had  been  given  by  Leecourt 
Ltd,  Alderman's  Hill,  Palmers  Green, 
London  N13,  Cross  Crest  Ltd,  44  Berwick 


The  English  pottery  sold  at  Sotheby's, 
Bond  St,  on  December  7  included  five  18th 
century  drug  jars.  Lot  14,  a  pair  of  bird 
and  basket  spouted  jars,  height  7in  in- 
scribed s :  violajr  (syrup  of  violets)  and  ol  : 
virid  (green  oil)  with  spouts  damaged 
fetched  £95.  Another,  s:  pectoral  (pec- 
toral syrup)  height  6j'm  raised  £38.  £140 
was  paid  lor  a  cherub  and  cockleshell 
design  (lot  18),  height  7  Jin  with  a  short 
spout  oxim:simp:  (simple  oxymel),  while 
£160  was  given  for  another  similar  lot  19 
s:caryoph  (syrup  of  cloves). 

Continental  drug  jars  were  represented 
by  lots  108  and  120,  the  work  of  potters 
from  Montelupo,  near  Florence.  These 
attractive  jars,  both  9jin  high,  realised 
£260  and  £300  respectively.  Two  Sicilian 
maiolica  bottles  lot  115  fetched  £270.  Lot 
122,  a  waisted  albarello  height  12in  painted 
with  scrolling  ribbons  in  blue  and  orange, 
a  characteristic  design  of  Trapani,  Sicily, 
made  £380. 

A  rare  Castel  Durante  drug  jar  lot  128, 
height  14in,  inscribed  "giun  in  Castelo 
Durante,  1562",  was  eagerly  competed  for 

Right:  A  Montelupo  wet  drug  jar  (lot  120) 
with  strap  handle  coloured  green,  the 
short  spout  in  ochre  and  yellow,  painted 
with  scrolling  blue  foliage  and  a  pane! 
outlined  in  yellow.  This  17th  century  jar 
fetched  £300. 

Below:  A  silver  Charles  II  bleeding  bowl, 
dated  1664,  fetched  E1.200. 


Street,  London  Wl,  and  Broadwick  Phar-| 
macy  Ltd,  18  Broadwick  Street,  London  I 
Wl.  They  are  ehective  until  January  1977  1 
when  the  case  will  be  brought  before  the  I 
Court  again. 

NPU  view  on  unit  packaging 

The  National  Pharmaceutical  Union  is  I 
planning  to  write  to  Mr  David  Ennals,  1 
Secretary  of  State  for  Social  Services, 
drawing  attention  to  the  difficulties  invol- 
ved in  devising  a  safety  standard  for  unit 
packaging  and  the  bearing  this  could  have 
on  the  sale  of  analgesics. 

The  letter  is  to  point  out  that  no-one 
has  yet  proved  strip-packaging  to  be  child- 
resistant  so  the  Government  would  be  un- 
wise to  accept  that  analgesics  could  be 
sold  safely  by  self-service  providing  they 
were  packed  in  this  way.  The  British  Stan- 
dards Institution  is  having  difficuity  devis- 
ing a  standard  for  unit  packaging  and, 
without  such  a  standard,  the  NPU  main- 
tains there  would  be  no  guarantee  of 
safety.  The  letter  was  to  be  sent  out  later 
this  week  after  C&D  went  to  press. 


by  the  Italian  dealers.  This  documentary 
piece  was  elaborately  decorated  with  bands 
of  grotesque  ornament  on  blue,  green  and 
yellow  grounds,  the  central  band  enclosing 
a  coat-of-arms  and  the  initials  GF.  It 
fetched  £2,500.  All  these  prices  are  subject 
to  a  premium  of  10  per  cent. 

"Works  of  Art",  an  auction  held  on 
December  9,  contained  some  interesting 
English  bell-metal  mortars.  The  rose  and 
crown,  a  familiar  decoration  on  Tudor 
mortars,  appeared  on  lots  86  and  88  which 
realised  £50  and  £55  respectively;  lot  83 
fetched  £100.  Lot  84,  date  about  1630, 
"Jeames  Butler  made  me",  neight  5in  and 
illustrated  by  A.  G.  Hemming  in  The 
Connoisseur  1934,  was  sold  for  £420. 
Another  classic  mortar  lot  85  thos  sted, 
1646  rubbed,  made  £180.  Lot  87  with 
crowned  busts  of  Charles  II,  height  3|in, 
fetched  £45,  and  an  Italian  bronze  mortar 
lot  79,  £450. 

Last  but  not  least  a  Char.es  II  bleeding 
bowl  in  silver,  dated  1664,  fetched  £1,200 
at  the  silver  and  plate  sale  on  December  9. 


More  pharmacy  antiques  at  Sotheby's 
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[wo  new  health  centre 
iharmacies  opened 


Two  new  health  centre  pharmacies  were 
opened  last  month — one  of  them,  at  Leigh, 
Lancashire,  after  pressure  from  the  area 
health  authority. 

Giasmere  Leigh  Ltd,  which  runs  the 
pharmacy  at  the  Grasmere  Street  health 
centre  in  Leigh,  is  a  consortium  of  phar- 
macists who  run  the  eight  pharmacies 
closest  to  the  centre.  One  of  the  phaima- 
cists — Mr  C.  B.  Dean — has  closed  his  pre- 
mises to  take  over  managing  the  pharmacy 
full-time.  The  centre  itself  was  first  plan- 
ned five  years  ago  and  opened  two  years 
ago,  but  the  pharmacists  objected  to  the 
centre  and  argued  against  a  pharmacy  for 
economic  reasons.  However,  the  AHA 
applied  pressure  for  a  pharmacy,  and  the 
consortium  was  formed.  Five  doctors,  with 
about  14,000  patients,  practise  from  the 
centre,  and  the  pharmacy  so  far  has  been 
mainly  dispensing  prescriptions  although 
over-the-counter  medicinal  products  are 
also  available. 

The  other  pharmacy  is  at  the  Weston 
Favell  health  centre,  in  a  developing  sub- 
urb of  Northampton.  The  company  operat- 
ing it  is  Richardsons  of  Northampton,  and 
it  is  their  fifth  branch;  the  company 
agreed  to  run  the  pharmacy  after  the  idea 
of  a  consortium  was  rejected  by  local 
pharmacists.  Four  medical  practices — a 
total  of  12  doctors — operate  from  the 
centre,  which  is  the  main  surgery  for  two 
of  the  practices.  The  nearest  other  phar- 
macy is  a  Boots  branch  in  the  shopping 
centre  opposite  the  health  centre.  The 
pharmacy  is  managed  by  Mr  York  who 
told  C&D  this  week  that  the  first  operating 
month  had  gone  very  well. 

FPA  seeks  wider  use  of 
contraceptive  injections 

The  Family  Planning  Association  is  to 
approach  the  Committee  on  Safety  of 
Medicines  with  a  view  to  making  injectable 
contraceptives  as  widely  available  as  oral 
contraceptives. 

One  injection,  Depo  Provera,  is  curren- 
tly approved  for  use  as  a  short-term 
contraceptive  when  the  "pill"  is  contra- 
indicated  in  women  whose  husbands  are 
waiting  for  a  vasectomy  to  become  effec- 
tive or  in  women  who  are  being  immunised 
against  rubella.  The  FPA,  whose  medical 
advisory  panel  is  reviewing  all  the  work 
done  on  long-acting  depot  progestogens 
in  family  planning,  is  hoping  that  the  pro- 
duct licence  for  Depo-Provera  will  be 
extended  to  include  use  as  a  long-term 
contraceptive. 

Injections  of  medroxyprogesterone  acet- 
ate, optimum  dose  200mg  every  15-16 
weeks,  have  been  found  particularly  use- 
ful for  long-term  contraception  in  women 
at  high  risk  of  becoming  pregnant  who 
were  unable  or  unwilling  to  use  oral  or 


intra-uterine  contraceptives.  Only  12  out 
of  162  Glasgow  women  taking  part  in  a 
trial,  reported  in  last  week's  British 
Medical  Journal,  discontinued  the  injec- 
tions because  of  side  effects. 

Another  depot  injection — norethisterone 
oenanthate — is  undergoing  clinical  trial  as 
a  long-term  contraceptive  by  Schering 
Chemicals  Ltd  in  a  dose  of  200mg  or 
300mg  every  three  months. 

More  support  for.  Society's 
views  on  analgesics  sales 

Ealing  Community  Health  Council  on 
Monday  voted  proportionally  two  to  one 
in  favour  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
views  on  analgesics  sales  after  hearing 
arguments  put  forward  by  Maureen 
Tomison,  head  of  the  Society's  publ'city, 
and  Tony  Fuel!,  secretary,  Proprietary 
Association  of  Great  Britain.  The  public 
were  invited  to  attend  the  meeting. 

Miss  Tomison  stressed  that  all  the 
Society  was  asking  for  was  that  people 
should  be  made  to  think  first  before  buy- 
ing potent  medicines  and  that  supermarkets 
should  behave  in  a  responsible  manner 
towards  them. 

Mr  J.  P.  Bannerman,  the  Society's  presi- 
dent, was  interviewed  on  Yorkshire  Tele- 
vision and  Radio  Humberside  last  week, 
following  a  speech  in  Hull  during  which 
he  drew  attention  to  the  23,000  people 
admitted  to  hospital  annually  suffering 
from  analgesic  poisoning.  Consumers  were 
only  just  beginning  to  appreciate  the  prob- 
lem and  demand  Government  action.  "Can 
they  get  a  satisfactory  answer  when  the 
Medicines  Commission,  the  Government's 
own  advisers,  don't  understand  the  harsh 
realities  of  everyday  life?"  he  asked. 

The  small  retailer's  need 
to  adapt  emphasised 

"The  failure  of  a  small  retailer  does  not 
mean  the  failure  of  small  retailing.  Whilst 
a  dynamic  economy  exists,  the  non- 
innovator  who  tenaciously  resists  change 
will  always  be  most  vulnerable." 

That  is  one  finding  from  a  review, 
"Trends  and  problems  in  small  unit  re- 
tailing in  Britain,"  carried  out  by  Dr  R.  K. 
Berry,  St  David's  University  College, 
Lampeter.  Increased  consumer  mobility, 
selective  planning  legislation,  rising  over- 
heads and  the  economy  of  delivery-loads 
all  favour  the  large  multiple  outlet,  whilst 
voluntary  chains  have  increased  the  com- 
petition against  non-members.  The  report 
points  out  that  the  small  retail  unit  offers 
certain  services  and  a  depth  of  goods 
rarely  possible  on  a  large  scale  and  that 
an   overall  perspective  of  the  economy 
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shows  the  necessity  for  retaining  this 
sector  of  trade. 

In  a  survey  by  the  same  department,  a 
number  of  small  retailers  with  an  annual 
turnover  of  less  than  £50,000,  suggested 
that  personal  service  and  convenience  were 
the  most  important  advantages  of  the  small 
shop.  Financial  strain  was  blamed  on  the 
national  economic  situation  which  was  in 
turn  blamed  on  the  Government.  The 
majority  of  small  retailers  in  the  survey 
replied  that  they  had  no  plans  for  further 
expansion  or  modernisation. 

VAT  rates  escape  in  the 
Chancellor's  mini-budget 

The  predicted  increase  in  value  added  tax 
did  not  materialise  in  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer's  mini-budget  presented  to 
Parliament  on  Wednesday. 

However,  Mr  Healey  did  announce  a 
surcharge  from  January  1,  1977,  of  10  per 
cent  on  the  revenue  duties  on  alcoholic 
drinks.  This  will  increase  the  total  tax 
burden  (inclusive  of  VAT  at  8  per  cent)  on 
spirits  by  about  £0  31  on  a  standard 
bottle  of  spirits  at  70°  proof,  and  by 
about  5p  on  a  standard  bottle  of  table 
wine,  and  about  7p  on  a  bottle  of  fortified 
wine  such  as  sherry.  Since  the  increases 
are  not  being  made  immediately,  the  Com- 
missioners of  Customs  and  Excise  are 
restricting  "to  normal  levels"  the  quanti- 
ties of  spirits,  etc,  which  may  be  cleared 
to  home  use  on  payment  of  duty  during 
the  remainder  of  December. 

The  Chancellor  promised  that  the  social 
services  would  be  protected  from  cuts.  He 
expected  to  see  the  rate  of  inflation  falling 
again  from  summer  1977. 

New  steps  in  US  to 
warn  on  'pill'  risks 

The  US  Food  and  Drug  Administration 
has  taken  new  steps  to  warn  about  the 
potential  hazards  of  oral  contraceptives. 

It  proposes  that  pharmacists  issue  a 
brochure  to  users  describing  in  detail  the 
"pill's"  side  effects.  A  brief  summary  of 
the  hazards,  currently  included  in  the  pre- 
scription package,  will  be  revised  to 
strengthen  the  warnings. 

Warnings  to  doctors  must  also  be 
strengthened  and  although  the  ruling  will 
not  be  official  for  four  months,  voluntary 
compliance  must  start  at  once.  The  warn- 
ings to  be  stressed  include  the  risk  of  heart 
attack  in  women  over  40,  the  potential  for 
foetal  damage  if  taken  during  pregnancy 
and  the  drug's  association  with  potentially 
fatal  liver  tumours. 

November  Register  losses 

There  was  a  net  loss  of  six  pharmacies 
from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Register 
last  month  when  38  premises  closed  down 
and  32  were  newly  registered.  Of  the 
closures,  five  were  in  London,  27  in  the 
rest  of  England,  five  in  Scotland  and  one 
in  Wales ;  three  of  the  new  premises  are 
in  London,  25  in  the  rest  of  England,  two 
in  Scotland  and  two  in  Wales.  At  the  end 
of  the  month  there  were  10,967  premises 
on  the  Register. 
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£6,000  profit  rise  for  Nl 
health  centre  pharmacy 


A  very  successful  year  for  the  pharmacy 
at  Brownlow  health  centre,  Craigavon, 
was  reported  by  Professor  P.  F.  D'Arcy, 
chairman,  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
Northern  Pharmacies  Ltd  held  in  Belfast 
recently. 

For  the  year  ended  March  31,  the  in- 
crease in  turnover — at  just  over  £27,600 — 
was  higher  than  expected  and  resulted  in 
an  increase  in  net  profit  over  the  last  year 
of  almost  £6,000  said  Professor  D'Arcy. 
There  was  little  doubt  that  the  arrival  of 
the  third  doctor  at  the  health  centre  had 
been  a  contributing  factor  but  it  seemed 
that  the  public  were  making  more  use  of 
the  pharmacy.  The  amount  received  by 
way  of  health  service  prescriptions  was 
£53,123  and  represented  74  per  cent  of  the 
total  turnover.  However,  it  would  appear 
that  only  about  60  per  cent  of  the  popula- 
tion in  sector  1  of  the  Craigavon  new  town 
were  included  on  the  lists  of  the  three 
doctors  practising  at  the  centre.  The  direc- 
tors were  optimistic  that  that  figure  would 
increase  and  result  in  a  corresponding  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  prescriptions  dis- 
pensed. The  total  number  of  prescriptions 
dispensed  in  1975-76  was  50,915  (32,160 
forms),  an  increase  of  18,000  on  the 
previous  year's  total. 

The  directors'  report  and  the  accounts 
for  the  year  were  adopted  and  Messrs  W. 
Gorman  and  T.  I.  O'Rourke  were  re- 
elected directors  for  a  further  period  of 
three  years.  Messrs  Cleaver,  Fulton  and 
Rankin  were  re-appointed  as  solicitors  and 
Muir  and  Addy  as  accountants. 

The  following  motions  in  the  name  of 
Mr  J.  Kerr  were  given  unanimous 
approval : 

□  That  directors  be  authorised  to  estab- 
lish a  trust  fund  for  the  purpose  of  further- 
ing the  objects  of  the  company  and  to 
enter  into  a  covenant  to  pay  into  the  fund 
during  the  next  seven  years  the  annual 
sum  of  £3,000 ; 

□  That  approval  be  given  to  the  directors 
to  make  a  payment  not  exceeding  £1,000 
to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Northern 
Ireland  in  respect  of  the  year  ending 
March  31,  1977,  for  secretarial  and  other 
facilities  provided. 

Difficult  period  now  passed 

Mr  Kerr  said  the  purpose  of  the  first 
motion  was  to  give  effect  to  advice  given 
by  the  accountants  and  solicitors.  The 
initial  difficult  period  seemed  to  have 
passed  and  attention  could  be  paid  to  some 
of  the  other  purposes  for  which  the  com- 
pany had  been  established.  The  amount  of 
the  annual  contribution  to  the  trust  fund 
had  been  carefully  considered  and  the 
directors  were  confident  that  the  profit  over 
the  next  seven  years  would  be  such  as  to 
allow  the  figure  to  be  fixed  at  £3,000.  The 
next  profit  would  be  reduced  by  this 
amount  when  the  assessment  for  corpora- 


tion tax  purposes  was  being  made.  The 
trust  fund  would  rank  as  a  charity  and, 
while  the  return  from  its  investments 
would  be  subject  to  income  tax,  any  tax 
deducted  could  be  reclaimed. 

Mr  J.  W.  A.  Shinner  asked  for  which 
purposes  monies  in  the  trust  fund  could 
be  used.  The  chairman  said  the  directors 
would  shortly  be  discussing  the  matter 
with  the  solicitors.  Obviously  the  education 
of  pharmacists  would  be  included  but  the 
directors  would  be  glad  to  receive  sugges- 
tions from  the  members. 

Mr  Shinner  suggested  that  financial 
assistance  might  be  given  to  pharmacists 
who  accepted  students  for  practical  train- 
ing as  another  suggested  scheme  seemed 
to  be  running  into  difficulties.  Professor 
D'Arcy  said  that  with  the  limited  sum  of 
money  available,  and  the  fact  that  20 
students  would  be  involved  next  year,  the 
amount  available  in  respect  of  each  would 
be  too  small.  The  alternative  was  to  help 


The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  is 
to  raise  the  question  of  its  disciplinary 
powers  with  the  Minister  for  Health  in  its 
quest  for  new  pharmacy  legislation. 

Speaking  at  the  College  of  Pharmacy's 
Conferring  ceremony  in  Dublin  last  week, 
the  Society's  president,  Mr  M.  F.  Walsh, 
said  that  pharmacy  was  one  of  the  profes- 
sions entrusted  with  self-regulation.  How- 
ever, one  of  the  Society's  great  difficulties 
was  the  absence  of  real  disciplinary  powers 
which  would  enable  the  Council  to  deal 
with  the  small  minority  of  pharmacists 
who  may  indulge  in  unprofessional,  but 
not  criminal,  behaviour.  "Statutory  bodies, 
like  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  do  not 
seek  such  authority  for  its  own  sake.  Our 
purpose  is  to  maintain  standards  of 
integrity  within  the  profession  so  that,  in 
turn,  the  profession  will  serve  the  public 
well." 

Turning  to  postgraduate  education,  Mr 
Walsh  said  the  Society's  Council  was  justi- 
fiably proud  of  the  contribution  made  by 
the  Postgraduate  Education  Committee. 
The  coming  years  would  provide  many 
new  challenges  to  pharmacists  which  they 
could  meet  successfully  if  they  used  every 
opportunity  to  keep  abreast  of  develop- 
ments and  the  Committee  was  planning  its 
latest  programme  keeping  in  mind  new 
concepts  in  the  area  of  clinical  pharmacy 
and  pharmacy  management;  those  two 
items  alone  should  ensure  a  high  level  of 
interest  in  the  series,  he  felt. 

The  Committee  received  no  State  aid, 
but  its  revenue  was  derived  solely  from 
course  fees.  It  seemed  to  Mr  Walsh  that 


selected  students  or  selected  pharmacists 
and  this  could  raise  many  problems;  it 
might  also  be  difficult  to  cover  payments 
of  that  nature  within  the  terms  of  a 
charitable  trust.  A  suggestion  was  made 
that  the  money  in  the  trust  fund  could  be 
used  to  provide  a  copy  of  a  poisons  guide 
for  every  member  of  the  Society;  that 
would  be  one  aspect  of  educating  the 
pharmacist. 

Mr  H.  S.  Porter  asked  what  affect  the 
opening  of  a  new  pharmacy  in  Craigavon 
was  likely  to  have  on  the  turnover  of  the 
company's  pharmacy.  Mr  J.  J.  Speers, 
superintendent  pharmacist,  said  a  phar- 
macy had  opened  in  the  city  centre  area 
and,  while  it  would  have  some  adverse 
affect  on  the  turnover  of  the  Brownlow 
pharmacy,  he  did  not  think  it  would  war- 
rant concern.  As  part  of  the  health  centre 
complex,  the  Brownlow  pharmacy  was 
likely  to  receive  most  of  the  prescriptions 
issued  by  the  three  doctors  practising  there. 
His  view  was  that  a  community  pharmacy 
selling  cosmetics  and  photographic  goods 
was  desirable  in  the  area. 

The  chairman  expressed  the  thanks  of 
the  directors  to  Mr  Speers  and  the  other 
members  of  the  pharmacy  staff,  which 
comprised  a  part-time  pharmacist,  two 
full-time  and  two  part-time  assistants,  and 
a  postgraduate  student.  Mr  Speers  was  an 
excellent  leader  and  was  given  splendid 
support  by  his  colleagues.  The  chairman 
also  thanked  his  fellow  directors  for  their 
support  throughout  the  year. 


the  time  was  approaching  when  serious 
consideration  would  have  to  be  given  to 
applying  for  direct  State  subvention  for 
continuing  education. 

Discussions  concerning  the  transfer  of 
the  College  to  the  University  of  Dublin 
were  proceeding  well  and  a  joint  formal 
announcement  could  be  made  in  the  near 
future.  Mr  Walsh  felt  that  the  transfer 
would  take  place  on  October  1,  1977,  but 
full  details  of  the  arrangements  would  be 
given  as  soon  as  possible.  Under  the 
arrangements,  graduates  who  qualified  with 
the  three  year  degree  would  have  the 
option  of  a  fourth  academic  year  to 
qualify  for  "responsible  persons"  posts  in 
the  pharmaceutical  industry  as  laid  down 
in  the  second  EEC  Directive  on  medicinal 
preparations. 

Concluding,  Mr  Walsh  urged  young 
pharmacists  to  remain  in  touch  with  the 
Society's  activities.  Ireland  was  fortunate 
that  all  pharmacy  graduates  were  likely  to 
find  employment  in  the  Republic,  and  none 
would  be  forced  to  emigrate  because  of  a 
lack  of  career  opportunities;  the  older 
generation  looked  to  them  for  leadership 
in  the  future. 

Mr  J.  Hegarty,  managing  director,  Cahill 
May  Roberts,  presented  the  PC  Cahill 
Memorial  Prize  to  Miss  B.  Daffy;  the 
Prize  is  awarded  to  the  candidate  who 
obtains  first  place  in  the  BSc  (Pharm) 
examination.  The  Antigen  Prize,  for  the 
candidate  who  obtains  first  place  in  phar- 
maceutics in  the  final  examination,  was 
presented  to  Mr  M.  B.  Glennon  by  Mr 
D.  L.  Jamieson  of  Antigen  Ltd. 
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New  UCA  president 

Mr  Ivan  Donald  McK.ee  was  installed  as 
president  of  the  Ulster  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion last  week. 

Mr  McKee,  married  with  a  son  and  a 
daughter,  was  educated  at  Royal  Belfast 
Academical  Institution  and  completed  his 

I  pharmacy  diploma  course  at  the  Belfast 
College    of   Technology.    He    served  his 

:j  apprenticeship  with  Orr's  (Chemists)  Ltd, 
1 65  Grmeau  Road,  Belfast,  and  qualified 

;  in  1958.  Before  acquiring  his  own  business 

'  18  years  ago,  he  was  employed  as  a  man- 
ager by  the  Belfast  Co-operative  Society. 
Now  his  business  at  84  Shankill  Road  is 
Ibeing  closed  and,  together  with  Mr  J.  A. 
Brown  and  Mr  J.  M.  Martin  whose  busi- 
nesses are  also  closing,  will  be  a  partner 
loperating  the  Shankill  health  centre  phar- 
macy which  opens  on  January  1.  An  active 
member  of  the  Northern  Ireland  Pharma- 
ceutical Contractors'  Committee,  he  is  also 
a  co-director  of  Orr's  (Chemist)  Ltd  and  a 
member  of  the  Institute  of  Pharmacy 
Management  International. 
Mr  H.  L.  "Harry"  Ruis,  a  director  on 
National  Co-operative  Chemists  Ltd,  has 
been  nominated  by  Luton  Co-operative 
Society  Ltd  for  election  to  the  Co-operative 
Press  Board. 


News  in  brief 

□  Doctors  in  Australia  have  used  Navane 
with  some  success  in  the  treatment  of 
pathological  jealousy  according  to  a  report 
in  the  December  issue  of  Practitioner. 

□  Chemists  and  appliance  contractors  in 
Northern  Ireland  during  September  dis- 
pensed a  total  of  972,160  prescriptions 
(609,735  forms)  at  a  total  cost  of 
£1,767,549— an  average  of  £181  per 
prescription. 

□  Chemist  contractors  in  England  during 
August  dispensed  some  21,015,304  pre- 
scriptions (13,100,342  forms)  at  a  total 
cost  of  £34,673,242— an  average  of  £165 
per  prescription. 

3  The  Medicines  (Certificates  of  Anaiysis) 
Regulations  1976  (HM  Stationery  Office, 
SI  1 970,  £0- 15).  which  comes  into  operation 
on  December  21,  prescribe  the  form  of 
certificates  of  analysis  and  examination  of 
samples  of  medicinal  products  by  public 
analysts,  under  the  Medicines  Act.  The 
fee  payable  for  a  copy  of  such  a  certifi- 
cate is  fixed  at  5p. 

□  A  report  from  Dar-es-Salaam  states 
that  the  T£490,0O0  pharmaceutical  plant 
at  Keko  will  save  the  country  some 
T£350,000  in  foreign  exchange  out  of  the 
government's  present  annual  expenditure 
of  T£2-25m  on  imports  of  pharmaceutical 
products.  The  Government  of  the  Chinese 
People's  Republic  provided  building 
materials  and  machinery  worth  T£240,000 
while  construction  costs  were  met  by 
Tanzania. 
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Topical  reflections 
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Bottles 

The  question  of  amber  bottles  occupied  the  attention  of  the  December 
meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  It  had  been 
recommended  by  the  industrial  practice  subcommittee  that  where  a 
manufacturer  stated  that  a  product  should  be  stored  in  an  amber  container 
it  was  also  intended  that  it  should  be  dispensed  in  an  amber  container. 
The  Council  agreed  to  remind  members  of  the  wisdom  of  so  doing. 

With  the  best  will  in  the  world  it  is  not  always  possible  to  comply,  for  in 
my  experience  suppliers  deliver  what  they  have  in  hand,  and  one  finds 
oneself  with  amber  bottles  of  100  ml  size  and  clear  white  glass  for  200ml. 
I  have  found  also  that  any  flaw  in  the  glass  in  the  amber  bottle  looks  very 
bad  if  the  contents  are  white  in  colour.  The  result  is  a  streaky,  unsightly 
production  which  does  credit  to  neither  the  contents  nor  to  the  pharmacist. 

There  have  been  complaints  from  pharmacists  regarding  the  difficulty  of 
identifying  the  contents  of  an  amber  glass  container,  and  I  think  the  objection 
is  valid.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  unlikely  that  great  changes  could  arise  if  the 
bottle  is  not  a  very  large  one,  and  the  keeping  of  medicines  in  a  locked 
cupboard  overcomes  the  possibility  of  deterioration  by  light. 

On  the  whole,  I  cannot  help  feeling  that  we  were  better  served  with  the 
range  of  bottles  between  the  wars.  I  don't  know  how  often,  in  recent  times,  I 
have  had  to  use  what  I  felt  was  the  wrong  container  for  want  of  what,  from 
early  training  and  experience,  seemed  the  appropriate  choice.  I  have  not 
found,  in  today's  range,  what  I  have  felt  was  the  right  bottle  for  a  gargle  or 
mouth-wash.  A  ribbed  bottle  seems  to  be  too  alarming,  while  the  ordinary 
medicine  bottle  should,  I  feel,  be  used  exclusively  for  medicines  for  internal 
use.  If  there  is  something  in  between,  I  have  not  come  across  it. 

There  seems,  also,  to  be  a  danger  in  using  amber  bottles  for  medicines  for 
internal  use,  for  the  use  of  amber — it  used  to  be  green  or  blue — for 
preparations  used  externally  provided  a  visual  safeguard.  But  just  to 
accentuate  how  out-dated  I  am,  I  still  do  not  like  the  shape  of  the  present 
medicine  bottle  (internal).  It  has  not  the  appearance  of  the  flat  one  of 
bygone  days  and  it  is  badly  balanced.  That  might  not  be  an  insuperable 
objection  over  the  festive  season,  when  the  contents  of  a  bottle  are  more 
important  than  its  shape,  if  not  its  size,  and  the  balance  of  the  consumer 
may  seem  of  greater  moment. 

Thefts 

Your  reference  to  thefts,  with  statistics  compiled  by  a  retail  security 
organisation  makes  unpleasant  reading,  particularly  the  emphasis  on  thefts 
by  staff  which,  it  is  stated,  account  for  more  than  half  the  losses  of  stock. 
I  had  no  idea  that  there  was  an  Industrial  Police  and  Security  Association 
and  that  computer  analysis  has  subjected  the  habit  to  close  examination. 
It  is,  of  course,  widespread,  and  present-day  methods  of  open  display  and 
self-service  have  not  brought  about  any  reduction.  At  one  time,  the  courts 
made  no  bones  about  the  invitation  to  theft  arising  out  of  showing  goods 
in  such  manner,  but  that  attitude  has  changed.  In  a  long  experience  I  have 
not  come  across  a  great  deal  of  dishonesty  of  the  kind  examined,  but  I  have 
not  spent  my  life  breathing  down  the  necks  of  staff,  having  preferred  to 
trust  until  I  had  reason  to  suspect. 

Expenditure 

The  Council  has  accepted  a  proposal  from  the  Finance  and  General 
Purposes  Committee  designed  to  effect  substantial  savings  in  expenditure. 
I  am  surprised  that  that  should  have  been  thought  necessary  in  a  well-run 
machine,  but  if  economies  can  be  introduced,  fees  may  be  stabilised, 
and  no-one  would  cavil. 
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Ortho-novin  presentation 

The  dialpak  presentation  of  Ortho-novin 
1/50  is  being  phased  out  from  December 
3 1  and  replaced  with  the  pushpak  presenta- 
tion. Ortho  Pharmaceutical  Ltd,  Saunder- 
ton,  High  Wycombe,  Bucks  HP  14  4HJ, 
anticipate  that  distributor  stocks  of  the 
dialpak  should  be  exhausted  towards  the 
end  of  January  1977.  Preceptin  gel  is  being 
discontinued  from  the  UK  market  as  soon 
as  the  manufacturer's  stocks  are  exhausted, 
probably  at  the  end  of  December. 

Sebbix  and  Aluphos  gel  changes 

From  January  1,  1977,  Sebbix  liquid 
shampoo  will  be  supplied  in  80cc  (£0  36), 
150cc  (£0  52)  and  200cc  (£0-65)  bottles, 
replacing  the  existing  67cc  and  135cc 
bottles.  Fisons  Ltd  pharmaceutical  division, 
Derby  Road,  Loughborough,  Leics  LEI  1 
OBB,  have  also  replaced  the  2  25  litre  size 
of  Aluphos  gel  with  a  2  litre  size  (12, 
£23  40  trade). 

Parlodel  strip  packs 

The  30  tablet  pack  of  Parlodel,  manufac- 
tured by  Sandoz  Products  Ltd,  PO  box 
Horsforth  No  4,  Calverley  Lane,  Hors- 
forth,  Leeds  LSI  8  4RP,  is  now  supplied 
in  strip  packs.  The  price  is  unchanged. 

Betadine  pessaries  28  size 

Packs  of  28  Betadine  vaginal  pessaries, 
from  Napp  Laboratories  Ltd,  Hill  Farm 
Avenue,  Watford,  Herts,  will  replace  the 
existing  pack  of  14  when  stocks  of  the 
latter  have  been  exhausted  within  the  next 
two  weeks. 

This  outer  from  Albion  Soap  Co  Ltd 
contains  the  repackaged  and  renamed 
Albion  Skin  Soap.  Although  this  is  not, 
as  stated  last  week  (p796),  the  first  pack 
change  for  100  years  it  is  a  design  which 
aims  to  highlight  the  gently  medicated 
aspect  of  the  soap  and  was  chosen  after 
considerable  research 
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Independent 
Chemists  Marketing 
Ltd  have  introduced 
household 
thermometers  into 
their  Nu+  range 
of  products.  These 
thermometers  are 
available  as 
individual  models 
or  carded  in  tens 


Modecate  2ml  syringes 

A  new  pack  of  Modecate  2ml  syringes  (5, 
£14  24  trade)  is  now  available  from  E.  R. 
Squibb  &  Sons  Ltd,  Reed  Lane,  Moreton, 
Merseyside  L46  1QW. 

Organidin  solution  discontinued 

When  stocks  have  been  exhausted,  WB 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  PO  box  23,  Brack- 
nell, Berks,  are  to  discontinue  Organidin 
solution  (25ml).  The  elixir  remains. 

Rexnell  for  Fulford-Williams 

Rexnell  Ltd,  32  Powerscroft  Road,  Foots- 
cray,  Sidcup,  Kent  DAM  5EG,  have  been 
appointed  to  handle  sales  in  the  UK  for 
Fulford-Williams  (International)  Ltd,  pro- 
prietary medicines  and  cosmetic  prepara- 
tions which  include  Doan's  backache  pills, 
Dr  Williams  Pink  Pills,  Bablets,  Prodan 
dandruff  treatment,  Cutipen  and  Nutrinail. 

Amikin  injections 

Amikin  injection  containing  amikacin 
500mg  per  2ml  (5,  £5070  trade)  and 
Amikin  paediatric  injection  containing 
lOOmg  per  2ml  (5,  £1180)  are  to  be 
launched  in  1977  by  Mead  Johnson  divis- 
ion, Bristol  Laboratories  Ltd,  Stamford 
House,  Station  Road,  Langley,  Bucks. 
Before  the  official  launch  date  the  products 
are  available  in  limited  quantities  to  hospi- 
tal consultants  on  a  named  patient  only 
basis.  It  is  a  semi-synthetic  aminoglycoside 
antibiotic  for  use  in  serious  infections  due 
to  Gram-negative  and  certain  Gram- 
positive  organisms. 

Morgan's  hair  colour  restorer 

Morgan's  Pommade  Co  Ltd,  Colewood 
Road  Industrial  Estate,  Swalecliffe,  Whit- 
stable,  Kent  CT5  2RT,  have  updated  their 
liquid  presentation  of  Morgan's  hair  colour 
restorer  with  a  new  two-phase  formulation, 
pack  and  price.  The  product  is  being  ad- 
vertised during  December  and  January  in 
the  Sunday  Express  and  Sunday  Telegraph. 

LR/Sanitas  winter  advertising 

A  television  campaign  featuring  the  full 
range  of  Ralgex  products  will  be  seen  in 
all  television  areas,  except  Ulster,  from 
Christmas  to  the  end  of  January.  LR/ 
Sanitas  Ltd,  Sanitas  House,  Stockwell 
Green,  London  SW9  9JJ:  are  backing  the 
campaign  with  a  counter  display  unit 
which  has  been  designed  to  carry  through 
the  theme  of  the  advertising — "Ralgex 
warms  away  pain — fast". 

The  company  is  also  starting  television 
advertising  for  its  three  cough  medicines 


this  month.  The  highly  regionalised  nature 
of  this  market  is  reflected  in  the  campaign. 
Liqufruta  is  their  biggest  selling  national 
brand  and  consequently  the  commercial 
will  be  seen  in  all  television  areas,  except 
Ulster;  Buttercup  is  said  to  be  the  biggest 
selling  brand  in  the  north  and  this  adver- 
tisement, which  was  seen  first  last  year  in 
Tyne  Tees,  will  now  be  extended  to  in- 
clude the  Yorkshire,  Lancashire,  Midlands, 
Border  and  Central  Scotland  areas.  Gallo- 
ways is  the  most  popular  in  London  and 
the  South  and  the  new  commercial  for  this 
brand  will  run  in  London,  Southern  and 
Anglia  regions  until  January.  All  three 
brands  are  being  backed  with  a  new  range 
of  point  of  sale  material. 

Numark  national  promotion 

The  next  Numark  national  promotion  will 
run  from  January  10  to  22  and  will  in- 
clude Kleenex  for  Men,  Alberto  V05  hot 
oil  conditioning  treatment,  Kotex  sizes  1 
and  2,  Sunsilk  shampoo  and  Efferdent 
denture  cleanser.  These  products  will  be 
advertised  in  the  national  and  regional 
Press  and  in  certain  television  areas  by 
ICML,  51  Boreham  Road,  Warminster. 

Airwick  Homefresh  goes  national 

Following  a  successful  test  market  in 
London,  Midland  and  Southern  Television 
areas.  Airwick  Homefresh  (Airwick  (UK) 
Ltd,  Simonsway,  Brook  House,  Church 
Street,  Wilmslow,  Ches  SK9  1  AT)  will  be 
available  nationally  in  1977  in  four 
fragrances  —  springtime,  sunny  citrus, 
lavender  and  blue  mint. 
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HOW  TO  PACK  A 
COUNTER  PUNCH 


Get  together 
with  ICML  and 
Sylvania-pack 
more  profit  into 
flash  sales! 

Be  sure  to  give  your  order  to 
your  Independent  Chemists 
Marketing  Ltd  representative 
on  his  next  visit. 

His  order  will  be  distributed 
by  your  nearest  wholesaler 
from  the  list  opposite. 


Photo  flash  products  from 

SVLVANIA 


Bleasdales  Limited,  York. 

Bradford  Chemists'  Alliance  Limited,  Bradford. 

E.  H.  Butler  &  Son  Limited,  Leicester. 

E.  H.  Butler  &  Son  Limited,  Northampton. 

W.  T.  Coltman  Limited,  Middlesbrough. 

Richard  Daniel  &  Son  Limited,  Derby. 

William  Davidson  Limited,  Aberdeen. 

H.  B.  Dorling  Limited,  Cheltenham. 

H.  B.  Dorling  Limited,  Dartford. 

H.  B.  Dorling  Limited,  Manchester. 

Evans  Gadd  &  Co.  Limited,  Exeter. 

Herbert  Ferryman  Limited,  Southampton. 

Hall  Forster  &  Co.  Limited,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

S.  Haydock  &  Co.  Limited,  Belfast. 

Martindale  Samoore  Limited,  Cambridge. 

Martindale  Samoore  Limited,  Norwich. 

Raimes,  Clark  &  Co.  Limited,  Edinburgh. 

Ridley  (Wholesale  Chemists)  Limited,  Carlisle. 

L.  Rowland  &  Co.  Limited,  Wrexham. 

Swansea  Wholesale  Chemists  Limited,  Swansea. 

James  Taylor  (Trongate)  Limited,  Clydebank. 

James  Taylor  (Trongate)  Limited,  Dundee. 
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Slender's  Margi 

Actress  Margi  Campi  who  helped  launch 
Slender,  Carnation  Foods  Co  Ltd,  1 1  High 
Road,  London  N2  8AW,  last  year  will  be 
featured  again  in  the  1977  television  cam- 
paign which  will  run  from  Christmas  for 
four  weeks  and  will  be  backed  by  colour 
spreads  in  slimming  publications. 

Loxene  money-off  packs 

Money-off  coupons  are  incorporated  in  the 
back  panels  of  Loxene  bottle  cartons  from 
Reckitt  Products,  Reckitt  House,  Stone- 
ferry  Road,  Hull  HU8  8DD,  offering 
money-off  incentives  on  the  consumer's 
next  purchase  of  large  or  maximum  size 
bottles  of  Dettol. 

Carresin  introductory  offer 

Carresin  anti-nappy  rash  lotion,  from 
Richards  &  Appleby  Ltd,  Gerrard  Place, 
East  Gillibrands,  Skelmersdale,  Lanes 
WN8  9SU,  is  on  offer  at  a  trial  price  of 
£029,  instead  of  the  usual  £039,  until 
January  25,  1977.  A  one-dozen  pack  will 
be  offered  to  the  trade  at  £2  26. 

Eugene  repackaged  shampoos 

Eugene  shampoos  from  Ashe  Laboratories 
Ltd,  Kingston  Road,  Leatherhead,  Surrey, 
have  been  repackaged  in  smaller  size  (85cc) 
containers.  This  size  replaces  the  210cc 
bottles  for  the  oil  of  orange,  oil  of  lemon, 
oil  of  musk,  protein  and  anti-dandruff 
shampoos  (£01 9). 

Faberge  in  1977 

The  new  year  "super  saver"  offers  avail- 
able from  January  l  from  Faberge  Inc, 
Ridgeway,  Iver,  Bucks  SLO  9JG,  are 
double  sizes  of  Brut  antiperspirant,  spray 
deodorant  and  talc  shaker  each  at  the 
regular  price  of  £ l  35.  A  free  lOcc  snifter 
of  West  lotion  will  be  supplied  with  every 
purchase  of  West  antiperspirant,  talc, 
creme  shave  or  spray  deodorant.  Xanadu 


cologne  will  be  available  in  an  aerosol 
(£0  99)  and  the  talc  in  a  cylinder  (£0  69). 

Kiku  cologne  will  be  offered  for  £0  99 
for  a  2oz  bottle  and  talc  for  £0  69.  A 
"Love  of  life"  competition  is  also  planned 
in  association  with  this  product.  Competi- 
tors will  be  asked  to  match  up  famous 
beauties  with  quotations  attributed  to  them 
and  complete  a  selling  sentence.  The  first 
prize  will  be  a  weekend  for  two  at  a 
London  hotel,  top-to-toe  treatment  at  a 
beauty  salon,  £250  spending  money  and  a 
night  out  for  two  at  the  Talk  of  the  Town. 
In  addition  the  winner  will  be  "showered" 
with  gifts  for  every  month  of  the  year. 
The  eleven  Faberge  stockists  from  whom 
the  winner  and  runners  up  purchase  their 
Kiku  products  will  receive  a  vanity  case. 

The  Babe  range  is  being  extended  next 
year  to  include  soap  in  a  dish  (£175)  and 
talc  (£1  50),  and  the  Babe  perfume  is  also 
being  packaged  in  a  peach  satin  pochette 
containing  a  |oz  version  of  the  now  well- 
known  art  deco  bottle  (£475). 

From  mid-January  the  manufacturers 
will  be  offering  a  double  heart  brooch 
enamelled  in  shades  of  peach  and  apricot 
to  purchasers  of  two  Babe  products. 


on  TV 
next  week 

Ln — London;  M — Midlands;  Lc-Lancashire; 
Y — Yorkshire;  Sc— Scotland;  WW— Wales  and 
West;  So — South;  NE — North-east;  A — Anglia; 
U — Ulster;  We— Westward;  B— Border; 
G — Grampian;  E — Eireann;  CI — Channel  Islands 

Anadin:  All  except  E 

Askit  powders:  Sc,  G 

Aspro  Clear  All  areas 

Beechams  powders:  All  except  WW,  So, 

We,  E,  CI 

Bic  razors:  All  except  E 

Black  Label:  All  except  E 

Blue  Stratos:  All  areas 

Braun:  All  areas 

Buttercup:  M,  Lc,  Y,  Sc,  NE,  B 

Cachet:  All  except  Ln,  So,  U,  E,  CI 

Censored:  All  except  E 

Chique:  All  except  E 

Close  Up:  All  except  U,  E 

Contac  400:  All  areas 

Crest:  All  except  So,  G,  E 

Disprin:  All  except  U,  E 

Flair:  All  except  E 

Flavoured  Complan:  All  except  E 

Galloways:  Ln,  So,  A 

Hai  Karate:  All  except  E 

Harmony  hairspray:  All  except  U,  E 

Kodak  camera  outfit:  All  except  E 

t.'Aimant:  All  areas 

Listerine:  All  areas 

Liqufruta:  All  except  U,  E 

Milgard:  U 

Milton  crystals:  M 

Oil  of  Ulay:  All  areas 

Old  Spice:  All  areas 

Pears  lasting  care:  All  except  U,  E 

Polaroid  Colour  Swinger:  All  areas 

Ralgex:  All  except  U,  E 

Sequana:  Lc 

Smitty:  All  areas 

SR:  All  except  U,  E 

Tabac:  All  except  E 

Venos:  All  except  E 

Zendiq:  All  areas 


Phensic 


The  new  presentation  of  Phensic  tablets, 
100  and  50  sizes,  in  Poplok  containers 
from  Beecham  Proprietaries,  Great  West 
Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex  (see  C&D, 
November  27,  p733) 


New 
products 


Footcare 

Wilkinson  launch  Homy  Ped 

Wilkinson  Sword  have  announced  their 
entry  into  the  £11  million  UK  exercise 
footwear  market  with  the  iaunch  of  the 
Homy  Ped  range  of  fashionable  footwear. 
Says  Graham  Elson,  senior  product  mana- 
ger: "Our  research  has  indicated  that  this 
market,  like  many  other  markets  with  one 
dominant  brand,  has  remained  underde- 
veloped. We  expect  that  with  the  introduc- 
tion of  Homy  Ped,  this  specialised  seg- 
ment of  the  UK  footwear  market  will  be 
expanded,  in  the  same  way  as  the  Austra- 
lian and  European  markets  have  developed 
with  the  entry  of  Homy  Ped." 

He  continues :  "We  have  designed  an 
exciting  and  fashionable  spring/summer 
collection  which  includes  many  styles  and 
materials  not  previously  found  in  this  UK 
market.  Our  launch  collection  comprises 
of  ten  styles  which  will  retail  at  between 
£7  45  and  £10  95,  and  we  believe  that  the 
overall  product  collection  represents  excel- 
lent value  for  style  to  the  consumer,  and 
will  widen  the  sales  opportunities  for  the 
chemist." 

The  Homy  Ped  collection  will  be  sup- 
ported with  a  complete  marketing  and  mer- 
chandising package,  including  in-store  and 
window  displays,  merchandising  units,  fit- 
ting mats,  stickers,  carry-home  bags,  etc. 
Representatives  will  be  calling  on  chemists 
early  in  the  new  year  to  give  details  of 
the  Homy  Ped  programme  for  1977. 


Chemist  &  Druggist 
overseas  subscriptions 

Higher  postal  and  handling  costs 
mean  it  is  no  longer  possible  to  send 
C&D  to  overseas  subscribers  at  the 
home  rate.  Accordingly  the  overseas 
subscription  from  January  1,  1977,  will 
be  £24.  (The  "home"  rate  continues 
to  apply  to  Ireland.) 
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PHILIPS  REPORT 


PHILIPS 


GO.GO.GO.with 


d)@KFT  ATCHRISTMAS!... 


4  MORE  weeks  national  TV  advertising!... 


ON  AIR  THROUGHOUT  JANUARY! 


999 


CASH  IN  OH  JANUARY  SALES  TIMEL. 


Second  BIGGEST  SELLING  MONTH  FOR  PHILISHAVEL. 


15MILUONmenwillseethePhilishaveCommercialL. 


CHRISTMAS  ClfTMONSy  TO  BE  SPEHTK . . 


MEN  ON  HOLIDAY* 


STOCK  VP  NOW  AND  CASH  IN  ON 
THIS  JANUARY  BONANZA! 


Simply  years  ahead. 


PHILIPS 
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The  discovery  that  will 
revolutionise  the  treatment 
of  peptic  ulcers  and  associated 
gastrointestinal  disorders 


Artist's  impression  of 
Ha  receptor  "antagonisSt  acting 
at  receptor  site  in  gastric  mucosa, 


The  discovery 


Until  recently,  one  aspect  of  gastric  physiology 
remained  paradoxical  -histamine  was  known  to  be  a 
potent  stimulant  of  gastric  acid,  yet  conventional 
antihistamines  were  totally  inactive  in  this  area. 
Confronted  by  this  apparent  anomaly  investigators 
began  to  suspect  that  there  might  in  fact  be  two  types 
of  receptor  site  for  histamine -one  mainly  for  allergic 
reactions  (Hi)  and  the  second  for  gastric  acid 
secretion  (H2). 

In  1964,  the  SK&  F  research  team  set  out  to  find  a 
new  class  of  therapeutic  agent  by  chemical 
modification  of  the  histamine  molecule.  They  were 
seeking  an  agent  capable  of  blocking  the  action  of 
histamine  at  the  H2  receptor  site.  After  12  years  of 
extensive  research,  this  search  has  resulted  in  the 
development  of  'Tagamet',  the  H2  receptor  antagonist, 
with  the  fundamental  property  of  controlling  gastnc 
acid  secretion.1,2 


A  real  breakthrough 


Due  to  its  dramatic  reduction  of  gastnc  acid 
secretion  'Tagamet'  has  achieved  quite  remarkable 
results  in  peptic  ulcers  and  associated  gastrointestinal 
disorders. 

Complete  healing  of  duodenal  and  gastric  ulcers 3A5'6 
(proven  endoscopically)  is  seen  in  most  patients  after 
4  weeks'  treatment. 


Complete  healing  or  marked  improvement  of  reflux 
oesophagitis7  has  frequently  been  obtained  within 
8  weeks. 

Early  symptomatic  relief  is  normally  achieved  in 

patients  receiving  'Tagamet'  treatment. 

Furthermore,  'Tagamet'  is  well  tolerated  with  minimal 
side  effects  which,  together  with  its  convenient  dosage, 
means  'Tagamet'  is  well  suited  to  everyday  treatment. 

Presentations 

'Tagamet'  (cimetidme)  is  available  as  200  mg 
film-coated  tablets  engraved  TAGAMET/ SK&F  200, 
available  in  containers  of  100  (£14. 29)  and  500. 

'Tagamet'  is  also  available  as  orange-coloured, 
peach-flavoured  syrup  (200mg/5ml)  in  bottles  of 
200ml  (£6.29),  and  as  200mg/2ml  ampoules  for  i.v.use. 


References: 

1. 24-hour  control  of  intragastric  acidity  by  cimehdine  in  duodenal  ulcer  patients,  (1975) 
Lancet,  ii,  1069. 

2  Inhibition  of  food-stimulated  gastnc  acid  secretion  by  cimehdine,  (1976).  Cut,  17, 161. 
3.Cimetidine  in  the  treatment  of  active  duodenal  and  prepylonc  ulcers.  (1976),  Lancet,  ii.  161. 
4  Short-term  and  maintenance  cimetidine  treatment  in  severe  duodenal  ulceration.  The  Second 

International  Symposium  on  Histamine  H  2  Receptor  Antagonists,  London,  October  1976.  In  Press. 
5.  Healing  of  gastnc  ulcer  dunng  treatment  with  cimehdine,  (1976),  Lancet,  i.  337. 
6  Treatment  of  gastric  ulcer  by  cimetidine.  The  Second  International  Symposium  on  Histamine  H  2 

Receptor  Antagonists,  London,  October  1976.  In  Press. 
7.  Cimehdine  in  the  treatment  of  oesophagitis  The  Second  International  Symposium  on 

Histamine  H2  Receptor  Antagonists,  London,  October  1976  In  Press 

J^fZ    Fu"  prescribing  information  is  available  from  Smith  Kline  &  French  Laboratones 
«%3f1  ■  ■•■  Hertfordshire  AL71EY   'Tagamet' is  a  trade  mark 


Tagamet 

■"•(cimetidine, SK&F) 


llJU,  The  H2  receptor  antagonist 
w*  A  British  Discovery 
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Advances  in  therapy  1976 

y  C.  R.  Day,  FPS 


i  a  penetrating  review  of  the  many  fac- 
ers affecting  drug  research,  Dr  David 
ack,  science  chairman  of  this  year's 
Iritish  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  has 
idicated  that  too  great  an  effort  is  being 
xpended  on  drug  safety  and  not  enough 
n  the  discovery  of  new  and  better  medi- 
ines.  Original  compounds,  with  rare 
xception,  can  only  be  expected  to  be  dis- 
overed,  tested  in  animals,  subjected  to 
linical  trial  and  finally  launched  as  com- 
nercial  projects,  from  the  laboratories  of 
ndustrial  organisations  or  government- 
Snanced  institutions. 

In  the  search  for  new  therapeutic  agents 
here  are  inevitably  many  disappointments, 
3ut  an  aspect  mentioned  by  Dr  Jack  is  the 
esulting  discovery  of  drugs  similar  to 
hose  already  established,  the  "me  too" 
Dreparations.  Some  of  these  may  offer  cer- 
ain  differences  over  their  established 
:ounterparts  which  are  deemed  adequate 
>y  their  sponsors  to  justify  commercial 
development,  and  particularly,  to  enable 
the  cost  of  original  research  to  be  re- 
couped to  some  extent. 

Concerning  drug  safety,  it  is  possible  by 
imposing  statutory  systems  to  control  the 
development  and  use  of  new  drugs  to 
reassure  the  public.  But  in  the  long  term, 
this  is  not  the  answer  to  safer  medicines — 
;the  answer  is  the  discovery  of  safer,  yet 
effective  agents. 

In  some  parts  of  the  world,  especially 
in  the  USA,  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
state  approval  of  new  drugs  is  forcing 
some  companies  to  examine  their  old  pro- 
ducts in  order  to  justify  further  sale.  It  is 
odd  that  all  the  effort  being  expended  to 
ensure  the  safety  of  new  and  old  drugs 
is  being  conducted  at  a  time  when  man,  at 
least  in  the  west,  is  living  longer  because 
he  is  less  liable  to  early  death  by  disease, 
starvation  or  violence,  than  at  any  time 
before  in  history.  The  "establishment" 
should  realise  that  resources  wasted  on 
secondary  problems  render  more  difficult 
the  discovery  of  effective  drugs  for  the 
treatment  of  as  yet  unconquered  diseases. 

Anfiduodenal  ulcer  agent 

Histamine  H2-receptor  antagonists  inhibit 
the  secretion  of  resting  and  stimulated 
gastric  acid.  The  first  orally  active  H3- 
receptor  antagonist  metiamide  can  induce 
bone  marrow  depression  in  man,  thought 
to  be  due  to  the  thiourea  moiety  present 
in  the  metiamide  molecule,  rather  than  to 
H2-receptor  blockade  itself .  In  a  new 
agent,  cimetidine  (Tagamet),  the  thiourea 
moiety  is  replaced  by  a  cyanoguanidine 
group  and  seems  to  be  non-toxic.  Reports 
suggest  that  cimetidine  is  a  promising  drug 
in  the  management  of  duodenal  ulcer. 
Haggie  et  al  (Lancet,  1976,  1,  983)  treated 
19  patients  with  cimetidine  thrice  daily 
and  at  bedtime.  Seventeen  patients  showed 


healed  ulcers  after  six  weeks  therapy,  but 
seven  had  relapse  of  symptoms  within  one 
month  of  stopping  treatment.  No  serious 
untoward  reactions  were  noted.  The  inci- 
dence of  relapse  led  the  authors  to  suggest 
that  continuous  or  intermittent  treatment 
would  be  necessary  to  bring  severe  cases 
under  permanent  control.  The  second 
report  (Bodemar  and  Walan,  Lancet,  1976, 
2,  161)  demonstrated  that  cimetidine  200mg 
or  300mg  given  thrice  daily,  and  at  bed- 
time, strikingly  promotes  healing  and  gives 
rapid  reduction  of  pain  and  the  need  of 
antacid  tablets. 

Antineoplastic  therapy 

L-threitol  1,  4-dimethane  sulphonate  (Treo- 
sulfan)  is  a  new  alkylating  agent  for  use 
either  as  a  supplement  to  surgery  or  as  a 
palliative  in  the  management  of  ovarian 
cancer.  This  compound  has  been  shown  to 
possess  antineoplastic  activity  in  animals 
and  in  clinical  trials.  Treatment  with  Treo- 
sulfan  may  be  either  by  intermittent  or 
continuous  administration,  but  clinical 
experience  suggests  that  continuous  therapy 
is  the  preferred  method.  Starting  dosage  is 
4-5  of  the  250  mg  capsules  daily,  by 
mouth,  for  four  weeks  followed  by  a 
maintenance  dose  of  two  capsules  daily. 
The  drug  may  be  used  in  conjunction  with 
radiotherapy.  Treosulfan  brings  about 
marked  improvement  in  the  general  con- 
dition of  those  patients  who  respond, 
especially  in  regard  to  reduction  of  ascites ; 
it  is  very  well  tolerated  so  that  many 
patients  become  fully  ambulatory. 

Animal  studies  with  levamisole  show 
that  it  increases  resistance  to  infections  and 
stimulates  cell-mediated  immune  reactions. 
Based  on  these  findings  Rojas  et  al  (Lan- 
cet, 1976,  1,  211)  used  levamisole  in  the 
treatment  of  inoperable  breast  cancer.  A 
dose  of  150mg  orally  three  times  a  week 
on  alternate  weeks  was  given  to  20 
patients,  with  23  patients  acting  as  con- 
trols. The  levamisole-treated  group  had  a 
significantly  prolonged  median  disease- 
free  interval  (25  months  compared  with 
9  months)  and  a  survival  rate  of  90  per 
cent  at  30  months  compared  with  35  per 
cent.  Lods  et  al  (Lancet,  1976,  1,  548) 
report  that  levamisole  150mg  per  day, 
given  between  courses  of  anticancer 
chemotherapy,  helps  bone  marrow  restora- 
tion. It  allows  shorter  intervals  between 
courses  of  chemotherapy  and  for  longer 
periods,  and  prevents  haemorrhagic  and 
infectious  incidents. 

Nausea,  vomiting  and  diarrhoea  are  fre- 
quent side  effects  of  radiotherapy ;  these 
reactions  are  believed  to  be  due  to  exces- 
sive production  of  prostaglandins  and  it 
is  known  that  aspirin  inhibits  prostaglan- 
din production.  Based  on  this  knowledge 
Menrie  et  al  (Lancet,  1975,  2,  942)  gave 
aspirin  in  the  form  of  sodium  acetylsali- 


cylate  in  an  effervescent  antacid  buffer, 
pH6-7  (Alka-Seltzer),  in  a  dose  of  three 
tablets  four  times  a  day  before  meals  to 
control  the  gastro-intestinal  side  effects  of 
radiotherapy  in  28  patients  with  uterine 
cancer.  Fourteen  patients  received  the 
active  preparation,  and  14  were  given  effer- 
vescent antacid  without  aspirin;  12  of  the 
14  patients  benefited  from  aspirin  com- 
pared with  only  one  of  the  14  controls. 

Cardiovascular  drugs 

The  range  of  /3-adrenergic  receptor  block- 
ing agents  has  again  been  expanded  by  the 
introduction  of  atenolol  (Tenormin,  ICI 
66082).  Atenolol  is  stated  by  Douglas-Jones 
and  Cruickshank  (Brit  Med  J,  1976,  1, 
990)  to  show,  in  animal  experiments, 
cardioselectivity,  absence  of  both  intrinsic 
sympathomimetic  activity  and  membrane 
stabilising  action,  and  it  does  not  cross  the 
blood-brain  barrier.  It  is  equipotent  with 
propranolol  in  suppressing  exercise  tachy- 
cardia. Clinical  studies  have  shown  that 
atenolol  given  two  or  three  times  a  day 
is  effective  in  the  treatment  of  hyper- 
tension ;  a  single  daily  dose  will  control 
blood  pressure  for  at  least  24  hours,  with 
a  50mg  dose  being  as  effective  as  200mg. 

Labetolol  is  a  new  salicylamide  com- 
pound which,  in  animals  and  man,  has 
both  a-  and  /3-adrenoreceptor  blocking 
properties,  thus  theoretically  offering  ad- 
vantages over  pure  /3-blockers  in  the 
management  of  hypertension.  Labetolol 
has  been  studied  by  Frick  and  Porsti  (Brit 
Med  J,  1976,  1,  1046)  in  26  patients  in  a 
double  blind  trial  against  placebo.  It  was 
found  to  be  useful  in  the  treatment  of 
mild  and  moderately  severe  hypertension, 
with  advantages  over  the  pure  /3-blockers 
of  safer  use,  in  patients  with  initial  brady- 
cardia, and  in  those  with  atrioventricular 
conduction  disturbances  and  in  asthmatics 
who  do  not  suffer  bronchoconstriction 
while  taking  labetolol.  Side  effects  were 
stated  to  be  "surprisingly  few". 

For  the  management  of  shock,  dopamine 
hydrochloride  (Intropin),  a  sympatho- 
mimetic amine,  is  now  available  for  intra- 
venous injection.  Dopamine  increases  car- 
diac output  without  excessive  myocardial 
oxygen  consumption,  marked  increase  in 
palpitation  or  increased  total  peripheral 
resistance.  It  produces  dilation  of  the  renal 
and  mesenteric  vessel-beds.  Unlike  most 
sympathomimetic  amines,  dopamine  in- 
duces an  increase  of  urinary  output. 
Intropin  is  administered  by  means  of  an 
intravenous  drip  for  the  management  of 
shock  associated  with  myocardial  infarc- 
tion, trauma,  endotoxic  septicaemia,  open- 
heart  surgery,  renal  failure,  and  chronic 
cardiac  decompensation. 

Diazoxide  has  been  employed  in  patients 
with  hypertension  associated  with  acute 
Continued  on  p822 
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myocardial  infarction.  This  drug  is  con- 
sidered valuable  on  account  of  its  speed 
of  action  and  efficacy  in  increasing 
coronary  blood  flow  and  cardiac  output. 
Diazoxide  is  administered  as  a  300mg 
bolus  into  an  established  drip.  Further 
studies  are  needed  before  diazoxide  can 
come  into  general  use. 

Acebutolol  (Sectral),  a  /j-blocker,  intro- 
duced last  year  for  the  management  of 
angina  pectoris,  is  now  available  in  an 
increased  dosage  form,  known  as  Sectral 
200,  intended  especially  for  the  treatment 
of  raised  blood  pressure. 

There  is  a  high  incidence  of  severe 
arrhythmias  following  myocardial  infarc- 
tion. Several  agents  are  effective  in 
controlling  this  condition  but  none  of  them 
reduces  mortality;  all  have  serious  side 
effects  and  are  inconvenient  to  give.  Ligno- 
caine  has  to  be  given  intravenously  and 
may  be  ineffective  in  serious  cases;  quini- 
dine  and  procainamide  are  associated  with 
conduction  abnormalities.  Disopyramide 
(Rythmodan  and  Norpace)  is  given  orally 
and  appears  to  have  few  side  effects.  It 
is  unrelated  structurally  to  any  other  anti- 
arrhythmic drug.  Clinically  it  produces  a 
significant  lowering  in  the  incidence  of 
ventricular  arrythmias  and  of  various 
degrees  of  heart  block.  Patients  treated 
with  disopyramide  show  a  marked  reduc- 
tion of  re-infarction  during  their  hospital 
stay.  Another  anti-arrhythmic  drug  is 
mexiletine  hydrochloride  (Mexitil),  which 
is  indicated  for  the  management  of  exist- 
ing or  anticipated  ventricular  arrythmias 
and  the  ectopic  beats  found  after  myo- 
cardial infarction  and  in  ischaemic  heart 
conditions.  It  may  also  be  used  to  control 
digitalis  and  other  drug-induced  arryth- 
mias. Mexiletine  is  rapidly  distributed  to 
the  tissues,  so  that  an  oral  loading  dose  of 
400-600  mg  is  given,  followed  by  200- 
250mg  three  or  four  times  a  day.  Likewise 
an  intravenous  loading  dose  of  100-250mg 
may  be  given  followed  by  a  further  250mg 
over  two  hours  by  infusion.  Patients  receiv- 
ing mexiletine  should  have  blood  pressure 
and  ECG  closely  monitored. 

Centrally-acting  agents 

A  new  antidepressant  with  a  tetracyclic 
structure,  having  fewer  anticholinergic 
effects  than  tricyclic  antidepressants,  is 
mianserin  hydrochloride  (Bolvidon,  Norval) 
indicated  in  the  treatment  of  both  endo- 
genous and  reactive  depression,  for  depres- 
sion with  an  anxiety  component  and  for 
involutional  melancholia.  Initial  dosage  is 
lOmg  two  or  three  times  a  day,  sub- 
sequently adjusted  according  to  response; 
maintenance  dosage  lies  between  30-60mg 
daily  in  three  divided  doses.  Mianserin 
should  not  be  given  within  two  weeks  of 
stopping  MAOI  therapy. 

The  use  of  L-tryptophan  as  an  anti- 
depressant has   been   undergoing  investi- 


gation for  a  number  of  years.  This  agent  is 
a  metabolic  precursor  of  serotonin  which 
acts  as  a  neurotransmitter  in  the  central 
nervous  system.  L-tryptophan  (Optimax, 
Pacitron)  is  indicated  for  both  endogenous 
and  exogenous  depression  and  for  the  de- 
pressive phase  of  manic-depressive  psy- 
chosis. It  should  not  be  used  for  the 
management  of  severe  depression  or  of 
patients  with  suicidal  tendency.  Patients 
should  be  warned  that  the  drug's  full  effect 
may  not  develop  for  two  or  three  weeks. 

Loxapine  succinate  is  a  newly  discovered 
drug  under  trial  for  the  treatment  of 
schizophrenia.  However,  no  demonstrable 
advantage  over  previously  available  thera- 
pies has  yet  been  shown,  while  the  drug 
may  cause  severe  extrapyramidal  effects, 
furthermore  the  full  range  of  undesirable 
side  effects  is  still  unknown.  Loxapine  has 
been  marketed  in  Canada  and  USA. 

Dantrolene  (Dantrium),  mentioned  last 
year  (C&D,  December  20/27,  1975,  p829) 
relaxes  voluntary  muscle  by  preventing  the 
depolarisation  of  muscle-cell  membrane 
from  causing  muscle  contraction.  It  is  used 
in  the  management  of  spastic  states,  but 
has  no  selective  action  on  the  hyperactive 
neurones  responsible  for  spasticity  and 
therefore  weakens  both  voluntary  and 
reflex  muscle  contraction  indiscriminately. 
In  a  minority  of  spastics  who  cannot  walk 
or  are  disturbed  by  severe  spasms,  the 
advantages  of  dantrolene  may  outweigh 
its  risks,  which  are  associated  with  liver 
toxicity.  Patients  on  long  term  therapy 
must  have  regular  liver  function  tests. 
Other  drugs,  eg  diazepam  and  baclofen, 
which  are  safer  for  prolonged  use,  are 
preferable  for  the  initial  therapy  of  spas- 
ticity until  more  experience  of  dantrolene 
has  been  gained. 

Bromocriptine  mesylate  (Parlodel)  is  a 
dDpaminergic  receptor  stimulant  which 
inhibits  the  secretion  of  prolactin  by  the 
pituitary.  It  is  indicated  in  the  treatment 
of  galactorrhoea  and  the  amenorrhoea/ 
galactorrhoea  syndrome.  In  the  treatment 
of  secondary  amenorrhoea,  Seppala  et  al 
(Lancet,  1976,  1,  1154)  reported  that  17  of 
32  women  responded  by  onset  of  menses 
and/or  ovulation  after  a  dosage  of  2.5mg 
twice  a  day  with  meals.  To  prevent  puer- 
peral lactation,  bromocriptine  is  prefer- 
ably given  at  time  of  delivery  when  the 
breasts  do  not  become  engorged.  Unlike 
oestrogen  administration,  the  new  drug  is 
effective  if  given  after  lactation  has  been 
established.  The  dosage  is  2  5mg  on  the 
first  day,  then  2  5  mg  daily  for  two  weeks. 
Bromocriptine  is  also  an  agent  of  value 
in  Parkinsonism,  for  which  purpose  some 
workers  have  found  it  more  effective  than 
either  levodopa  or  levodopa  plus  carbi- 
dopa  (Sinemet). 

Antimicrobial  agents 

Mecillinam  (FL  1060)  is  a  new  6-/3- 
amidinopenicillanic  acid  antibiotic  closely 
related  to  the  penicillins  but  having  a 
different  chemical  structure  and  mode  of 
action.  It  is  not  absorbed  from  the  gastro- 
intestinal tract,  but  the  pivaloloxymethyl 
ester,  pivmecillinam  (FL  1039)  which  is 
hydrolysed  by  enzyme  action  after  absorp- 
tion, is  satisfactory  for  oral  use.  It  is  more 
active  than  ampicillin  against  salmonellae, 
including  S.  typhi.  The  antibiotic  was 
given  to  nine  cases  of  enteric  fever  (eight 
typhoid,  one  paratyphoid),  seven  of  which 
responded  satisfactorily  (Clarke  et  al,  Brit 


Med  J,  1976,  2,  14).  Most  of  the  patients 
were  given  400mg  parenterally  every  six 
hours,  followed  by  oral  pivmecillinam 
when  the  clinical  condition  permit  ed. 

Infection  with  anaerobic  organisms  fol- 
lowing gynaecological  and  abdominal 
surgery  is  not  infrequent.  The  successful 
prophylactic  administration  of  metronida- 
zole (Flagyl)  in  lowering  the  frequency  of 
anaerobic  sepsis  in  patients  undergoing 
elective  hysterectomy  or  vaginal  repair, 
has  been  reported  earlier  by  a  study  group 
at  Luton  and  Dunstable  Hospital  (Lancet, 
1974,  2,  1540).  Now  from  the  same 
hospital  comes  a  further  report  of  the 
effective  prophylaxis  of  postoperative 
anaerobic  infections  in  patients  who  have 
undergone  appendicectomy.  The  metroni- 
dazole was  given  in  suppository  form,  in 
a  dose  of  lg  with  the  preoperative  medi- 
cation, then,  after  surgery,  one  suppository 
every  eight  hours  until  oral  feeds  were 
started,  when  the  drug  was  administered 
orally  200mg  three  times  a  day  to  the  enc 
of  the  seventh  day.  Anaerobic  infection  did 
not  occur  in  any  of  49  patients  receiving 
the  drug,  compared  with  nine  (19  per  cent) 
of  46  control  patients  given  a  placebo. 

Anti-inflammatory  agents 

Levamisole  continues  to  be  studied  in 
rheumatoid  arthritis.  It  has  a  specific 
action,  in  this  disease,  of  the  type  shown 
by  penicillamine.  A  clinical  study  by 
Huskisson  et  al  (Lancet,  1976,  1,  393) 
showed  that  levamisole  produced  relief  of 
pain,  reduction  in  the  duration  of  morning 
stiffness,  a  reduction  of  finger  joint  circum- 
ference and  articular  index,  together  with 
changes  in  the  blood  sedimentation  rate 
and  R  factor  titre.  It  was  concluded  that 
levamisole,  though  not  free  from  side 
effects,  may  prove  a  useful  alternative  to 
penicillamine. 

Azapropazone  (Rheumox)  is  a  non- 
steroidal, anti-inflammatory  analgesic  drug 
indicated  in  the  treatment  of  rheumatoid 
arthritis,  ankylosing  spondylitis,  non- 
inflammatory osteoarthritis  and  painful 
musculo-skeletal  states.  Azapropazone 
causes  no  more  gastric  blood  loss  in 
patients  taking  it  than  in  untreated  sub- 
jects. Patients  with  a  history  of  peptic  ulcer 
have  been  given  azapropazone  with  no 
harmful  effect,  but  it  is  recommended  that 
such  patients  should  be  kept  under  con- 
stant supervision. 

Another  approach  to  the  prevention  of 
the  aspirin-like  side  effects  encountered 
with  many  anti-inflammatory  agents  is 
made  in  the  new  drug  salsalate  (Disalcid). 
This  compound  is  stated  to  have  little 
gastric  irritant  effect ;  it  is  almost  insoluble 
in  gastric  juice  but  is  absorbed  from  the 
small  intestine.  This  accounts  for  the  low 
incidence  of  gastric  irritation  in  patients 
receiving  it.  After  absorption  in  the  blood 
the  salsalate  molecule  is  hydrolysed  to  two 
molecules  of  salicylic  acid.  Salsalate  is 
indicated  in  the  management  of  chronic 
inflammatory  states  of  joints,  tendons, 
muscles  and  connective  tissue.  Because 
salsalate  has  a  prolonged  action  it  has 
advantages  in  the  relief  of  nocturnal  pain 
and  morning  stiffness.  Despite  its  relative 
freedom  from  gastric  intolerance  salsalate 
should  be  used  with  caution  in  patients 
with  active  peptic  ulcer  and  it  is  contra- 
indicated  in  cases  with  a  history  of  hyper- 
sensitivity to  aspirin  and  other  salicylic 
acid  derivatives. 
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gfa's  simple 
10  camera 


lAutostar  pocket  110-format  camera  type 
12304/100.  Made  in  India  and  distributed  in 
[the  UK  by  Agfa-Gevaert  Ltd,  Great  West 
■Road.  Brentford,  Middlesex. 
[The  global  manufacture  of  photographic 
■apparatus  that  is  now  almost  common- 
place is  highlighted  by  this  product.  Its 
[instruction  sheet  is  printed  (moderately 
Iwell)  in  the  country  of  origin  and  contains 
Ino  fewer  than  thirteen  languages,  including 
iRussian!  The  English  version  is,  however, 
[clear  and  concise. 

[The  camera's  market 

[The  camera  itself  is  designed  to  meet 
the  demand  for  a  simple  and  low-priced 
item  in  what  is  referred  to  as  "the  market 
sector  which  accounts  for  a  large  propor- 
tion of  total  110  camera  sales  and  is  ex- 
jpected  to  retail  at  a  price  under  £10". 

The  body  is  of  moulded  black  plastic, 
partly  matted  and  partly  polished,  with 
bright  satin  trim  over  the  right-hand  end 
and  most  of  the  front  panel,  finishing  at 
the  viewfinder  front  glazing.  There  are  no 
projections  and  the  camera  is  easy  to 
handle.  On  the  front  panel,  in  addition  to 
the  viewfinder  opening  already  referred  to, 
at  the  right-hand  end  the  lens  is  shrouded 
behind  the  shutter  slightly  off  centre. 

Controls 

On  ihe  top  panel  there  is  a  recessed  re- 
lease button,  which  is  very  smooth  in 
operation  (near  the  right-hand  side)  and 
the  rotating  flash-cube  socket  near  the 
left-hand  side.  The  viewfinder  eye  point 
is  at  the  left-hand  side  of  the  back  panel, 
with  a  sliding  positive  lock  near  to  it. 
There  is  the  usual  hinged  glazed  panel 
through  which  the  film  type  and  exposure 
numbering  on  the  cartridge  can  be  seen. 
On  the  underside  at  the  right-hand  end  is 
the  conventional  "slider"  for  film-advance 
and  shutter-setting.  Next  to  it,  on  the  end 
panel  itself,  is  a  recess  into  which  the 
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AUTOSTAR  pocket  110-format 
camera 

Country  of  origin  India 
Distributor  Agfa-Gevaert  Ltd,  Great 
West  Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex 
Lens  //ll,  fixed  focus;  4ft  to  in- 
finity 

Shutter  2  speed:  1/1 00th  sec  for  nor- 
mal conditions,  1  /50th  sec  for  flash 
(auto  setting) 

Features  Inexpensive  simple  camera 
for  drop-in  cartridge  loading  with 
Magicube  facility;  no  battery 
Accessories  Wrist-sling  in  pack 
Dimensions  5|  x  If  x  l|ins  (130  x 
48  x  30mm) 

Weight  lust  under  4  ounces  (113g) 
Recommended  price  "Under  £10" 
Availability  Immediate. 


wrist-sling  can  be  threaded  and  looped. 
There  is  no  reference  to  it  in  the  instruc- 
tion-sheet so  that  one  has  to  use  personal 
divination  to  discover  its  purpose;  simil- 
arly, there  is  also  a  tripod-bush! 

But  these  are  trifling  matters  in  an  other- 
wise excellent  unit.  The  standard  C&D 
exterior  and  interior  tests  were  carried  out 
and  good  results  obtained  under  normal 
conditions  of  operation,  quite  typical  of 
this  class  of  camera.  Despite  the  number 
of  similar  tests  which  have  been  carried 
out  on  a  wide  variety  of  110-format 
cameras  from  all  sources,  it  is  still  surpris- 
ing that,  with  care  and  attention,  results 
comparable  with  the  earlier  35mm  mina- 
ture  format  are  now  obtainable. 

Presentation 

The  presentation  pack  is  attractive,  con- 
sisting of  a  clear  hinged  lid  on  an  orange 
base  within  which  there  is  a  moulded  in- 
terior for  the  camera  itself,  a  flash-cube 
and  a  load  of  Agfacolor  CNS  print  film, 
as  well  as  the  braided  wrist-sling.  This,  in 
turn,  is  housed  in  an  orange  card  outer 
sleeve,  with  overall  identification  in  white 
lettering. 

With  the  backing  of  the  Agfa  organisa- 
tion's name  and  reputation,  this  should  not 
be  a  difficult  item  to  sell. 


MORE 

ADVERTISING 
SCHEDULES 
FOR  NYLAX 

Steadily  rising  sales  (it's 
been  going  on  since  inception 
in  1940)  command  continued 
and  increasing  advertising. 

The  mass  readership  National 
Sundays 

SUNDAY  EXPRESS 
NEWS  of  the  WORLD 
SUNDAY  PEOPLE 
SUNDAY  MIRROR 

plus  a  number  of  women's 
magazines  will  carry  REGULAR 
INSERTIONS  FOR  NYLAX 
right  through 

FROM  NOW  to 

NOVEMBER,  1977 

If  you  are  not  stocking  Ny/ax 
you're  missing  out  on  a 
proven  success. 

Ny/ax  won't  make  your  fortune, 
but  it  will  sell  continuously 
in  ever  increasing  quantities  — 
which  is  exactly  the  kind  of 
pharmacy  line  which  every 
chemist  wants. 

NYLAX  (22p)  £1.82  doz 
THE  MODERN 
HERBAL  &  VITAMIN 
LAXATIVE 


Direct  from 

British  Chemotheutic  Products  Ltd.. 
(makers  of  Optabs) 
Kemtheutic  House,  Grant  Street. 
Bradford,  West  Yorks 

Telephone:  Bradford  (0274)  22005 

Or  order  singles  through  your  usual 
wholesaler. 
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Country  Counter 

by  a  rural  area  pharmacist 


FPN  114  backfires  on  doctors 


Many  colleagues  still  seem  to  be  grumbling 
about  the  notorious  FPN  1 14,  although 
most  of  the  complaints  relate  to  one 
traumatic  month.  I  gather  now  that  the 
problems  referred  to  have  largely  been 
overcome  and  that  in  future  the  only 
scripts  likely  to  be  returned  will  be  those 
the  pricing  bureaux  are  unable  to  price. 

The  effect  of  FPN  1 14  on  many  rural 
pharmacists  has  been  highly  beneficial. 
My  local  dispensing  doctor  brought  in  his 
bundle  of  returned  FP  10's  which  was  far, 
far  larger  than  mine — I  at  least  had 
filtered  out  half  the  omissions!  The  doctor 
was  genuinely  surprised  at  the  enormous 
volume  of  scripts  requiring  corrections  and 
he  recognised  where  the  fault  lay.  As  a 
result  the  standard  of  the  prescriptions 
written  by  him  and  his  receptionist  has 
improved  beyond  all  recognition.  Certainly, 
in  many  rural  areas,  the  removal  of  foot- 
notes from  the  BNF  has  led  to  a  greater 
awareness  by  doctors  of  the  need  to  write 
prescriptions  correctly — not  only  so  that 
the  prescriptions  can  be  properly  priced 
but  also  for  the  benefit  of  the  patient. 
Being  in  a  dispensing  doctor  area  does 
have  some  advantages! 

Much  has  already  been  said  and  written 
about  Tetbury  but  as  a  "rural  area  con- 
tractor" I  feel  I  must  add  my  congratula- 
tions to  all  involved.  Tetbury  is  important 
to  us  because  it  seems  to  be  the  point 
where  we  have  turned  and  faced  the  doc- 
tors instead  of  running  away. 

Credit  shared 

Pharmacy's  success  at  Tetburv  perhaps 
shows  that  when  all  bodies  in  pharmacy — 
the  LPC,  the  PSNC,  the  NPU  and  the 
PSGB — act  together  much  can  be  achieved. 
T  found  petty  and  unnecessary  the  recent 
editorial  of  the  Society's  journal  which 
claimed  the  major  credit  for  the  Society. 
The  credit  or  success  was  for  the  pro- 
fession as  a  whole,  not  for  any  one  group 
within  it;  the  real  onus  is  on  local  phar- 
macists to  make  their  problems  known.  A 
few  weeks  back  a  colleague  complaired 
that  a  lot  of  fuss  was  being  made  about 
Tetbury  but  nobody  was  interested  in 
sorting  out  his  local  dispensing  doctors 
who  were  increasing  their  lists  consider- 
ably. I  asked  my  colleague  whether  he  had 
contacted  his  local  pharmaceutical  commit- 
tee and  his  fatalistic  reply  was  "No,  they 
can't  do  anything  about  it,  any  more  than 
they  will  be  able  to  do  anything  about 
Tetbury".  With  the  benefit  of  hindsight 
maybe  he  will  change  his  mind! 

Looking  through  FPC  resolutions,  I 
note  that  one  rural  county  is  suggesting 
that  minibuses  be  provided  for  doctors  to 
bring  patients  into  the  doctors'  surgeries. 
Presumably  the  driver  could  dispense  the 
prescriptions  whilst  waiting  to  take  the 
patients  home  again!  I  thought  it  had  been 


said  somewhere  that  doctors  would  dis- 
pense for  their  patients  because  it  was 
more  convenient.  Patients  could  call  at 
their  local  doctor's  surgery  and  not  have 
to  travel  great  distances  to  a  pharmacy — 
how  things  seem  to  have  changed. 

Now  that  doctors'  branch  surgeries  are 
closing  down,  it  seems  that  transport  to 
the  doctor  is  needed.  Perhaps  they  might 
like  to  consider  giving  up  dispensing  and 
let  the  pharmacists  get  the  medicines  to  the 
patients.  There  is  a  lady  in  my  pharmacy 
now,  very  upset  because  I  cannot  give  her 
Minovlar.  Many  times  she  asked  the  doc- 
tor at  his  branch  surgery  for  a  prescription 
but  he  refused  because  she  lives  more  than 
one  mile  from  the  pharmacy.  Instead  she 
must  go  once  a  month  to  the  main  surgery 
although  the  bus  stops  near  the  pharmacy 
— but  does  not  pass  the  surgery  half  a  mile 
away.  If  she  were  one  of  our  patients  (ie 
living  within  the  mile)  we  could  collect 
the  prescription  for  her.  Doctors  dispense 
because  it  is  more  convenient  for  the 
patient?  Nonsense! 

Medicines  and  merchants 

Local  papers  have  recently  been  giving 
considerable  space  to  reports  of  "damage 
to  the  environment"  from  the  use  of 
chemicals  on  farms.  Although  many 
farmers  know  the  danger  of  the  products 
they  handle,  many  more  just  do  not  appre- 
ciate the  extent  of  the  problems  that  can 
so  easily  follow  over-use. 

People,  now  seeing  the  changed  streams 
and  dead  fish,  begin  to  question  the  effect 
of  these  chemicals  on  humans.  Most  big 
farmers  are  meticulous  in  their  control  of 
chemicals  but  sprays  are  over-used  on 
occasion  and  the  desire  by  some  merchants 
for  high  sales  in  one  season  outweighs  the 
long  term  interests  of  themselves  and  their 
clients.  If  the  dangers  of  over-use  are 
becoming  obvious  in  the  agricultural  con- 
nection then  great  care  might  surely  also 


A  jubilant  Roger 
Clark  celebrating 
atop  the  winning 
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after  the  four  day 
Lombard-RAC 
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despite  a  tyre  burst 
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hour  in  mid-Wales; 
to  complete  the 
stage  he  had  to 
drive  the  car  on 
the  wheel  rim 


be  expected  in  the  field  of  animal  medi- 
cines, foodstuffs  and  pesticides.  Indeed,  a 
few  years  ago,  proposals,  supported  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  and  veterinary 
organisations,  were  made  under  the  Medi- 
cines Act  to  give  greater  control  over 
veterinary  medicines. 

Briefly,  certain  medicines  would  have 
been  restricted  to  "prescription  only"  and 
a  group  considered  too  dangerous  for  sale 
"witn  reasonable  safety"  by  ordinary 
shopkeepers  would  be  sold  under  the 
supervision  of  a  pharmacist.  Recently,  fol- 
lowing an  article  in  Farmer's  Weekly  on 
tighter  control  of  veterinary  medicines,  a 
letter  pleaded  "Don't  tie  us  in  even  more 
red  tape" — yet  there  seems  to  be  little 
point  in  registering  merchants  without  the 
ability  to  exercise  control.  Both  the 
National  Farmers'  Union  and  the  recently 
formed  British  Distributors  of  Animal 
Medicines  Association  favour  controls  to 
outlaw  illegal  traffic,  and  the  registration 
of  merchants'  premises — presumably  with 
the  Society.  However,  BDAMA  do  not 
appear  to  like  the  control  that  this  regis- 
tration would  bring.  Perhaps  at  the 
moment  there  are  not  sufficient  pharmacists 
trained  in  veterinary  medicine  but  the  pro- 
posals allowed  three  years  for  merchants 
to  acquire  a  supervisory  pharmacist. 

All  the  farmers  I  know  favour  some 
tightening  of  the  present  regulations, 
appreciating  the  dangers  of  "farm  gate" 
salesmen  and  the  sometimes  illegal  nature 
of  the  sale,  but  these  salesmen  are  used 
because  of  their  convenience  and  low 
prices.  If  the  Medicines  Act  proposals 
were  brought  in  there  would  be  no  mass 
transfer  of  business  to  general  practice 
pharmacy,  no  closure  of  agricultural  mer- 
chants but  those  few  pharmacies  in  each 
County  who  specialise  would  not  see  ffieir 
efforts  undermined  by  unscrupulous  "farm 
gate"  dealers.  The  majority  of  agricultural 
merchants  who  handle  large  amounts  of 
veterinary  medicine,  could  engage  a  phar- 
macist to  supervise  their  medicine  sales 
and  would  be  protected  from  the  "quick 
sell"  traders.  They  lack  someone  with 
pharmacological  knowledge — the  proposals 
would  provide  that  person. 

At  a  time  when  everyone  is  becoming 
more  aware  of  the  dangers  we  can  inflict 
on  ourselves  and  on  our  environment  by 
misuse  of  chemicals,  surely  it  makes  sense 
to  implement  the  medicines  proposals  for 
those  animals  grown  for  us  to  eat — not 
only  in  the  interest  of  farmers,  nor  of 
pharmacists,  but  of  us  all  as  consumers. 


Swedish  comparisons 

see  that  we  have  been  given  yet  another 
'repeat  treat" — a  whole  page  on  State 
)harmacy  in  Sweden  (C&D,  last  week). 
Dne  can  only  conjecture  at  the  motives  of 
he  Socialist  Medical  Association,  in  con- 
inually  plugging  nationalisation,  but  per- 
laps  if  these  ideas  are  repeated  and  re- 
ported often  enough  we  shall  all  come  to 
relieve  in  them  as  the  only  solution  to  the 
ncreasingly  serious  predicaments  facing 
etail  pharmacists. 

Very  well  then,  let  us  go  ahead  with  it 
ight  away  but  let  the  SMA  et  al  first  make 
mre  that  we  all  get  exactly  the  same  living 
standards  and  benefits  as  are  currently 
:njoyed  by  Swedish  pharmacists.  Accord- 
ing to  my  information  (which  I  strongly 
urge  all  pharmacists  to  verify  for  them- 
selves), the  current  average  salary  for  a 
40-hour  week  of  a  Swedish  pharmacist  is 
£1 1,000  to  £12,000  a  year,  with  correspond- 
ingly higher  salaries  for  senior  positions 
and  length  of  service.  Even  on  the  dole, 
the  basic  unemployment  benefit  of  a 
Swedish  pharmacist  is  approximately  £20 
per  day  (yes  per  day!),  of  JJ100  per  week 
as  they  only  work  a  five-day  week ;  this 
compares  with  the  basic  unemployment 
benefit  of  a  British  pharmacist  of  £23- 17 
per  week.  Apart  from  this,  all  Swedish 
pharmacists  also  enjoy  other  social  benefits 
we  do  not  have  and  which  must  be  worth 
at  least  some  £2,000  a  year — retirement 
pensions  at  80  per  cent  of  salary  (in- 
dexed?), longer  holidays,  shorter  working 
hours  (and  apparently  less  work),  first 
class  medical  and  dental  care,  first  rate 
schools  for  their  children,  etc.  In  Britain 
if  you  want  first  class  dental  treatment  or 
want  to  educate  your  children  then  there 
is  no  choice  but  to  pay  for  high  stand- 
ards. According  to  my  information,  the 
current  cost  of  living  in  Sweden  is  some 
25-30  per  cent  higher  than  in  the  UK. 

Most  underpaid  in  Europe? 

If  the  SMA  or  indeed  any  other  organis- 
ation wants  to  benefit  pharmacists,  then  I 
suggest  they  sponsor  an  independent,  un- 
biased report  on  pharmacy  in  the  EEC 
and  publish  the  relative  average  salaries  of 
pharmacists  as  against  the  costs  of  living 
in  each  country.  Maybe  then  our  leader- 
ship will  wake  up  to  the  fact  that  the 
British  pharmacist  is  the  most  miserably 
underpaid  and  underrated  pharmacist  in 
Europe,  who  in  spite  of  everything,  gives 
(he  public  a  wonderful  service. 

In  most  countries  such  as  Germany, 
Switzerland,  Belgium,  etc  the  minimum 
salary  of  a  newly-qualified  pharmacist  is 
in  the  region  of  £800-£  1,000  per  month 
(unemployment  benefit  is  half  pay)  and 
this  rises  according  to  experience  and  re- 
sponsibility. Being  a  retail  pharmacist 
usually  means  being  the  proprietor  or 
partner,  and  it  is  not  unusual  for  retail 
pharmacists  to  earn  £30,000  or  more.  Sales 


of  medicines  are  restricted  to  pharmacists. 
When  these  pharmacies  change  ownership, 
they  are  bought  on  a  succession  basis  with 
low  cost  loans  financed  by  various  organis- 
ations ensuring  that  pharmacies  remain 
under  the  control  of  pharmacists.  Multi- 
ples, or  even  a  pharmacist  owning  more 
than  one  pharmacy,  are  unheard  of, 
because  the  whole  basis  of  pharmacy  is 
giving  a  personal  professional  service.  If 
present  trends  in  this  country  continue, 
then  all  pharmacies  will  become  parts  of 
impersonal  supermarket-type  operations, 
making  the  profits  of  supermarkets  (4-5 
per  cent),  outside  control  of  pharmacists 
and  dealing  with  people  as  with  flies. 

What  we  need  in  pharmacy  is  a  new 
militant  leadership  which  will  breach  the 
great  divide  of  hospital,  multiple  employee 
and  independent  proprietor,  and  put  for- 
ward a  new  policy  which  will  benefit  and 
get  the  support  of  all  pharmacists,  raising 
our  living  standards  to  those  of  our 
colleagues  in  other  countries  of  the  EEC. 

As  long  as  our  society  continues  to 
underpay  and  underrate  the  professional 
knowledge  and  training  of  pharmacists, 
doctors  and  dentists,  personal  attention, 
standards  of  treatment  and  care  will  de- 
cline. It  is  not  surprising  that  hundreds  of 
British-trained  dentists  and  doctors  are 
taking  advantage  of  reciprocal  arrange- 
ments and  leaving  this  country.  As  always, 
pharmacy  lags  behind  even  in  this  and 
there  will  be  no  reciprocal  arrangements 
with  the  EEC  for  some  years  to  come. 

Professional 

Salaries  'generation'  gap? 

At  last  the  JIC  salary  scales  for  employee 
pharmacists  have  been  published  for  1977. 
Can  anybody  tell  me  the  point  of  this 
ridiculous  exercise?  If  the  rates  had  any 
meaning,  they  would  reflect  the  salaries 
that  employee  pharmacists  ought  to  obtain, 
bearing  in  mind  their  professional  qualific- 
ations and  responsibilities. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  general  practice 
pharmacy  section  of  ASTMS  that  no  phar- 
macist manager  should  receive  less  than 
£6,000  a  year.  This  is  not  unrealistic  in 
comparison  with  our  similarly  qualified 
contemporaries  in  other  professions. 
Although  the  JIC  scales  are  ridiculously 
low,  a  large  number  of  employee  phar- 
macists of  certain  multiples  are  receiving 
salaries  not  far  above  these  minimum  rates. 

More  recent  recruits  to  these  companies 
tend  to  earn  far  more  than  their  colleagues, 
whose  loyalties  have  extended  back  several 
years.  The  reason  is  that  the  companies 
concerned  would  not  be  able  to  obtain  new 
staff  unless  their  rates  went  up,  while  the 
pharmacists  already  on  the  staff  are  of 
course  unable  to  obtain  more  than  the 
statutory  £6,  and  now  £4,  limits.  Now 
their  salaries  are  far  adrift  from  those 
advertised  rates  and  I  believe  that  some 
companies  never  advertise  the  salaries 
offered  to  new  employees  in  order  to 
prevent  existing  staff  knowing  what  their 
colleagues  are  earning. 

The  general  trend  is  that  new  employees 
earn  over  £6,000  a  year  and  loyal  staff, 
under  £4,500.  ASTMS  wants  to  end  this 
nonsense,  and  establish  a  realistic  mini- 
mum rate  of  pay  of  at  least  £6,000  a  year. 
We  can  only  do  this  with  your  member- 
ship. 'Geraint  Davies' 

Sutton,  Surrey 


Chemist  &  Druggist  825 

/ 

Price  of  an  oncost  cut 

Witli  the  rapid  approach  of  the  close  of 
1976,  it  is  perhaps  an  opportune  time  for 
pharmacists  in  general,  and  general  prac- 
tice contractors  in  particular,  to  "take 
stock"  of  our  position. 

With  the  further  shrinkage  of  pharma- 
cies to  below  11,000,  one  must  ask  the 
perennial  question,  how  much  longer  can 
pharmacists  remain  disinterested  and  dor- 
mant in  the  face  of  their  rapidly  declining 
economic  and  professional  futures?  Only 
recently,  a  "majority"  of  LPC  representa- 
tives voted  in  favour  of  a  cut  in  oncost,  in 
order  for  the  PSNC  to  obtain  DHSS 
approval  of  the  proposed  Basic  Practice 
Allowance.  Only  recently  also,  the  DHSS 
turned  down  a  PSNC  proposal  for  an 
increase  in  the  16  per  cent  return  on 
capital  investment. 

Boots  realised  a  long  lime  ago  that 
NHS  dispensing  is  "not  the  most  profitable 
pari"  of  their  business.  For  private  con- 
tractors however,  NHS  work  is  becoming 
well  the  major  part  of  their  businesses,  and 
consequently  they  are  becoming  more  and 
more  dependent  on  it  for  their  livelihood 
and  existence.  For  this  reason  alone,  no 
private  contractor  can  afford  a  cut  in  on- 
cost, whether  they  are  small,  medium  or 
large  in  terms  of  NHS  "throughput". 
More  reinvestment 

One  has  only  to  compare  one's  own 
figures  to  see  that  in  the  last  twelve 
months  rocketing  drug  costs  have  caused 
every  contractor  to  have  to  reinvest  sub- 
stantial sums  of  additional  money  into 
drug  stocks,  in  order  to  dispense  the  same 
number  of  prescriptions  in  1976  as  in  1975, 
with  only  a  marginal  increase  in  return 
for  the  extra  money  invested.  (Within  a 
local  group  of  pharmacies,  we  found  that 
for  an  extra  25  per  cent  invested,  there 
was  less  than  a  5  per  cent  extra  return). 
This  leads  to  two  conclusions: 

□  With  the  professional  fee  and  oncost: 
Totai  value  of  prescription,  percentage 
decreasing  from  35  per  cent  when  script 
values  were  £1  each,  to  29  per  cent  now 
when  average  script  values  are  £130;  not 
only  does  our  percentage  return  on  capital 
employed  decrease  with  the  increasing 
drug-costs,  but  also  we  are  having  to 
reinvest  the  bulk  of  our  gross  margin  in 
order  to  continue  to  maintain  our  service. 

□  It  is  little  use  the  PSNC  telling  us  that 
in  1977,  even  though  the  oncost  may  be 
cut  from  \0j  per  cent  down  to  9  per  cent, 
contractors  will  have  "no  less  money"  than 
in  1976 — with  soaring  inflation  continuing 
unabated,  contractors  will  need  to  have  an 
increase  of  at  least  14  per  cent  just  to 
standstill,  in  terms  of  "the  same  money". 

Could  it  be  that  the  DHSS,  through  the 
PSNC,  is  attempting,  by  holding  back 
chemists'  remuneration  in  times  of  soaring 
drug-costs,  and  rapidly  escalating  over- 
heads, to  introduce  a  salaried  service  by 
minimising  the  return  on  investment  (by 
a  cut  in  oncost)  and  relating  remuneration 
more  closely  to  the  number  of  prescrip- 
tions dispensed? 

For  all  our  sakes  contractors,  let  1977 
be  a  year  of  awareness  for  pharmacy;  let 
us  together  stop  our  profession  being  "led 
by  the  nose"  to  its  own  ultimate 
destruction. 

Stanley  Blum 

Secretary,  GPP/ASTMS 
More  letters  on  p827 
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What  would  you  give 
a  customer  who'd  stuffed  herself  silly 

over  Christmas? 


Slender^  on  the  box  throughout  January. 


December  1976 
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ew  contract  proposals 

our  editorial  two  weeks  ago  was  critical 
:  those  delegates  to  the  local  Pharmaceu- 
:al  Committee  who  opposed  the  Negotia- 
ng  Committee's  proposals.  We  have  been 
reused  of  being  illogical  or  unclear.  On 
;half  of  my  own  delegation  I  would  like 
i  make  several  points,  arising  from  our 
:tions  now  and  last  year. 
First,  on  both  occasions  we  voted  for 
ie  basic  practice  allowance,  but  were 
ctremely  critical  of  proposals  to  reduce 
l-cost — especially  in  the  terms  quoted  by 
,e  chairman.  Reductions  of  lj  per  cent 
an  already  miserly  level  are,  in  our 
ew,  unjustified  at  the  present  time.  It  is 
iparent  from  the  Negotiating  Committee's 
ief  that  they  envisage  many  pharmacies 
iving  a  rate  of  increase  next  year  below 
e  Government-estimated  inflation  rate, 
his  cannot  be  acceptable  as  a  principle. 
Essex  has  many  high  rent,  medium 
HS  turnover  pharmacies,  and  the  de- 
ease  in  remuneration — in  real  terms — 
>uld  be  serious.  I  would  certainly  have 
;en  much  less  unhappy  had  the  premises 
lowance  been  retained,  and  a  national 
cum/ancillary/second  pharmacist  allow- 
lce  been  on  the  cards.  Essex  LPC  has 
poused  happily  the  principle  of  cost 
imbursement — but  this  is  something  we 
e  not  getting. 

Even  more  troubling  is  the  attitude  of 
jr  chairman.  Personally  I  would  rather 
lve  a  man  leading  our  negotiators  who 
ported  back  in  terms  that  suggested  he 
id  tried  to  achieve  something. 

M.  E.  James 
Chairman,  Essex  Area 
Contractors  Committee 
Thundersley,  Essex 

fligraine  treatment 

am  enclosing  the  reprint  of  a  letter  that 
as  printed  in  the  British  Medical  Journal 
irlier  this  year  which  sets  out  the  latest 
eatment  for  the  majority  of  migraine 
ifferers.  As  I  imagine  many  people  go  to 
chemist  for  advice  I  am  wondering 
hether  it  would  be  possible  for  you  to 
form  pharmacists  of  its  content. 

Derek  R  Muliis 
Director,  Migraine  Trust,  London  WC1 

he  letter,  signed  by  F.  Clifford  Rose, 
haring  Cross  Hospital  Migraine  Clinic, 
id  Marcia  Wilkinson,  Princess  Margaret 
ligraine  Clinic,  recommends  an  anti-eme- 
c  such  as  metoclopramide  10  mg,  fol- 
iwed  15  minutes  later  by  effervescent 
spirin  or  paracetamol,  as  the  best  treat- 
lent  for  most  acute  migraine  attacks, 
he  authors  prefer  these  drugs  to  ergo- 
imine,  which  has  produced  headache 
'ith  doses  as  little  as  1  mg  daily  by  mouth 
r  025  mg  daily  by  injection. 

Striking'  respect 

'here  is  one  reason  why  pharmacists  do 
ot  share  the  respect  given  by  a  gratefui 
jovernment  and  the  great  British  public 
3  teachers,  doctors,  dockers  and  miners ; 
/e  have  never  been  on  strike. 

C.  J.  Strong 

Sidcup,  Kent 


V\festminster 
report 

Panel  being  set  up  to  study 
research  into  beta-blockers 

Professor  J.  Crookes,  department  of  phar- 
macology and  therapeutics,  University  of 
Dundee,  has  agreed  to  chair  a  panel  cur- 
rently being  set  up  to  consider  and  advise 
on  present  and  future  studies  of  /^-blocking 
agents. 

That  was  stated  in  the  Commons  this 
week  by  Mr  Roland  Moyle,  Minister  of 
State  for  Health,  in  reply  to  a  question 
from  Mr  Sidney  Tierney  who  had  asked 
ii'  an  independent  inquiry  would  be  set  up 
to  consider  the  effects  on  the  health  of 
individuals  of  Eraldin  "in  view  of  the 
public  anxiety  on  the  possible  extent  of 
the  problem".  Mr  Moyle  said  the  panel  of 
experts,  which  was  being  set  up  by  the 
Committee  on  Safety  and  Medicines  and 
the  chief  scientists  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ments, would  also  encompass  investiga- 
tions into  the  mechanism  of  the  "practolol 
syndrome." 

The  panel  will  meet  as  soon  as  other 
members  have  been  appointed.  Mr  Moyle, 
however,  warned  that  the  nature  of  the 
studies  required  was  such  that  a  consider- 
able time  would  elapse  before  the  panel 
completed  its  work,  but  advice  would  be 
given  as  it  became  available.  The  panel 
will  be  concerned  with  the  scientific  aspects 
of  therapy  with  ^-blocking  agents ;  wider 
issuer,  were  being  examined  by  the  Medi- 
cines Commission  and  in  addition  the 
CSM  is  currently  considering  ways  of  im- 
proving the  recognition  and  reporting  of 
adverse  reactions.  Mr  Moyle  added: 
"'While  I  share  MrTierney's  concern  about 
the  side  effects  associated  with  practolol, 
which  was — and  remains — a  useful  drug  in 
certain  serious  heart  disorders,  I  am  not 
at  present  considering  any  additional  in- 
quiry". 

□  Twenty-two  MPs  have  signed  a  new 
motion  expressing  deep  concern  about  the 
plight  of  children  seriously  damaged  by 
vaccines.  Leading  signatories  are  Mr  Jack 
Ashley  and  Mr  John  Hannam. 

Controls  'do  not  inhibit 
drug  research' 

The  Medicines  Act  and  other  controls  do 
not  inhibit  the  pharmaceutical  industry 
from  seeking  new  drugs  which  affect  re- 
latively few  people. 

That  was  stated  by  Mr  Roland  Moyle, 
Minister  of  State  for  Health,  in  a  written 
Commons  reply  to  Dr  Gerard  Vaughan 
last  week.  Mr  Moyle  explained  that  a 
"special"  licence  arrangement  existed  for 
the  manufacture  of  products  for  particular 
practitioners  without  a  licence  being  neces- 
sary for  those  products.  While  that  may 
relieve  the  company  from  undertaking  an 
expensive  testing  and  development  pro- 
gramme, "it  is  understandable  that  a  manu- 
facturer may  feel  inhibited  from  accepting 
the  risks  involved  in  following  this  course." 


New  West  Midlands  Bill  - 
but  pharmacy  not  involved 

A  new  West  Midlands  County  Council 
Bill  is  expected  to  be  introduced  to  Parlia- 
ment this  session,  but  it  does  not  seek 
powers  for  municipal  trading.  A  Bill  of  the 
same  name,  which  would  have  enabled 
local  councils  to  run  pharmacies,  was  re- 
jected on  its  second  reading  in  the  House 
of  Commons  earlier  this  year  (C&D, 
February  21,  p277).  The  new  Bill  relates 
only  to  the  section  on  aircraft  noise  in- 
corporated in  the  original  Bill. 

'No  proposals'  to  phase  out 
aerosol  products 

The  Government  has  no  proposals  for 
phasing  out  "unnecessary  packaging  of 
products  in  aerosol  containers  in  view  of 
the  possible  environmental  dangers". 

That  reply  was  given  to  Mrs  Joyce 
Butler  by  Mr  Ken  Marks,  Under  Secre- 
tary. Department  of  the  Environment.  He 
added  that  a  decision  on  whether  to  regu- 
late the  use  of  certain  propellant  gases 
would  be  taken  in  the  light  of  research 
now  being  supported  by  the  Department. 

New  Nl  rates  next  April? 

A  draft  Order  setting  out  revised  rates  and 
earnings  limits  for  National  Insurance 
contributions  was  laid  before  Parliament 
last  week. 

Explaining  the  draft  Order,  Mr  David 
Ennals,  Secretary  of  State  for  Social 
Services,  said  the  changes,  to  take  effect 
from  April  6,  1977,  would  increase  the 
present  upper  limit  of  earnings  on  em- 
ployee contributions  by  10  5  per  cent  from 
£95  to  £105  per  week.  For  employees 
earning  less  than  £95  there  would  be  no 
increase  in  contributions  by  employee  or 
employer,  but  employees  earning  £95  or 
more  would  pay  higher  contributions,  up 
to  a  maximum  rise  of  £0  58  per  week,  with 
a  corresponding  increase  for  employers. 
That  would  bring  the  upper  earnings  limit 
to  about  seven  times  the  basic  pension  rate 
thus  conforming  with  the  requirements  of 
the  new  State  pension  scheme  starting  in 
April  1978. 

Speaking  about  the  self-employed,  Mr 
Ennals  stated  that  he  wished  to  be  fair 
both  to  the  group  as  a  whole  and  between 
those  with  different  levels  of  profits.  The 
mcrease  would  be  shared  between  flat  rate 
class  2  and  earnings  related  class  4  con- 
tributions. Class  2  would  be  increased  from 
£2  41  to  £2  66  per  week,  whilst  class  4, 
although  remaining  at  8  per  cent,  would 
be  subject  to  an  increase  in  the  range  of 
profits  or  gains,  on  which  it  is  levied,  from 
£L600-£4,900  per  year  to  £l,750-£5.500 
per  year.  The  effect  of  the  changes  in  class 
4  would  be  to  reduce,  or  leave  unchanged, 
the  amount  of  contributions  payable  on 
profits  or  gains  up  to  £5,050;  it  would 
only  increase  the  contributions  above  this 
level  by  a  maximum  of  £36  per  year  where 
the  profits  or  gains  are  at  least  £5,500 — 
corresponding  to  the  class  1  contributions 
limit  of  £105. 

The  class  1  employers  contribution 
referred  to  above  does  not  take  into 
account  the  2  per  cent  surcharge  presently 
under  debate  in  the  House. 
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Glaxo-Sants  dispute 
referred  back  to  OFT 

Glaxo's  action  in  refusing  to  supply  pres- 
cription items  to  the  independent  whole- 
saler Sants  Pharmaceuticals,  Stoke-on- 
Trent,  has  been  referred  back  to  the  Office 
of  Fair  Trading. 

The  OFT  had  previously  ruled  that 
Glaxo  had  a  right  to  refuse  to  supply 
Sants,  who  were  in  competition  with  the 
local  Vestric  branch.  Mr  G.  Brooks,  Sants 
managing  director,  told  C&D  this  week 
that  his  staff  had  protested  to  their  MPs 
over  Glaxo's  action  after  the  company's 
anti-nationalisation  advertising  campaign 
earlier  this  year.  They  had  also  protested 
to  the  Department  of  Prices  and  Consu- 
mer Protection,  which  had  referred  the 
matter  back  to  the  OFT;  the  previous 
ruling  had  been  given  three  days  before 
Mr  John  Methven  the  first  director 
general,  had  left  to  join  the  Confederation 
of  British  Industry,  and  there  was  now  a 
new  director  general,  Mr  Gordon  Borrie. 

Mr  Brooks  also  raised  the  matter  at 
Glaxo  Holdings  Ltd's  annual  meeting  on 
Monday.  He  asked  why  the  company  had 
adopted  an  anti-nationalisation  platrorm 
and  yet  refused  to  supply  his  company; 
"Either  Glaxo  does  believe  in  free  enter- 
prise and  competition — in  which  case 
supply  Sants — or  Glaxo  does  not,  in  which 
case  why  waste  shareholders'  money  ad- 
vertising humbug?"  In  reply  Mr  A.  E. 
Bide,  chairman,  said  he  held  the  view  that 
there  was  no  difficulty  experienced  by 
pharmacists  in  the  Stoke-on-Trent  area  in 
getting  Glaxo  products;  another  distribu- 
tion point  was  unnecessary.  He  also 
pointed  out  that  the  OFT  had  not  criti- 
cised their  policy. 

LRC  half  year  profit 
up  57  per  cent 

Sales  of  LRC  International  in  the  half 
year  to  September  30  amounted  to  £42  4m, 
32  5  per  cent  above  the  £32m  achieved  in 
the  corresponding  period  of  )975,  and  pre- 
tax profit  rose  56  8  per  cent  from  £2  4m 
to  £3'8m.  The  directors  expect  that  growth 
will  continue  into  the  second  half. 

Exports  and  overseas  sales  continue  to 
rise,  particularly  in  North  America,  al- 
though the  French  subsidiary,  Depex,  is 
still  giving  problems.  Sales  are  also  in- 
creasing significantly  in  India  as  a  result 
of  the  intensive  birth  control  campaign. 

Guinness'  'good  progress' 

Good  progress  has  been  made  in  retailing 
in  Britain,  according  to  Arthur  Guinness 
Son  and  Co  Ltd  chairman's  statement  for 
the  year  ending  September  25,  1976.  The 
company's  interests  include  the  R.  Gordon 
Drummond  chain  of  retail  pharmacies. 
Tota'  turnover  was  £414  million  (£339m 


in  1975)  and  general  trading,  which 
includes  retailing,  accounted  for  £35m 
profit  of  the  total  £39  3m  pre-tax  profits 
(£29  lm). 

New  shopfitting  premises 
for  Boots  Co  Ltd 

Boots  Co  Ltd  have  acquired  for  £lm  the 
lease  of  a  former  cabinet  factory  in  East- 
wood, Notts,  from  the  Hallam  Group  of 
Nottingham. 

Subject  to  contract,  Boots  are  to  transfer 
their  shopfitting  factory  in  Caste  Boule- 
vard, Nottingham,  to  the  new  premises 
during  the  second  half  of  1977.  A  spokes- 
man told  C&D  that  the  company  had  been 
looking  around  for  some  time  for  alterna- 
tive premises  and  the  Eastwood  factory 
was  much  bigger  and  more  modern  than 
Boots'  Castle  Boulevard  one.  The  price 
includes  plant,  machinery  and  eight  acres 
of  adjoining  freehold  land,  for  which  there 
are  no  development  plans  yet. 

Briefly 

SOAB  Ltd  have  changed  their  name  to 
Barford  Chemicals  Ltd.  This  company  is 
now  a  wholly  owned  subsidiary  of  Dufay 
Bitumastic  Ltd. 

Evans  Medical  Ltd  have  acquired  a  second 
telex  machine  and,  to  speed  communica- 
tions, commercial  inquiries  should  now 
be  made  on  the  new  number  628668. 
Enzypharm  Biochemicals  Ltd  have  moved 
from  Twickenham  to  the  following 
address:  PO  box  69,  Harrogate,  North 
Yorks  HG1  4BB  (telephone  0423  60543). 
Vernon  &  Moore  Ltd  are  closing  the 
pharmacy  at  73  Springbank  Road,  Lewi- 
sham,  London  SE13,  at  the  end  of  Decem- 
ber, and  the  shop  will  no  longer  be  a 
pharmacy. 

Smith  &  Nephew  Associated  Companies 
Ltd  report  sales  of  £110m  in  the  40  weeks 
to  October  9,  21  1  per  cent  above  the 
figure  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1975 
(£91m).  Pre-tax  profit  at  £9  25m  was  8-2 
per  cent  up. 

NCR  Ltd  have  replaced  their  offices  in 
Plymouth  and  Exeter  with  larger  premises 
in  Newton  Abbot  for  their  computers, 
accounting  systems  and  electronic  sales 
registers.  The  new  address  is  Brunei  Road, 
Newton  Abbot,  Devon  TQ12  4PB  (sales 
0626  68545,  service  0626  67877). 

Appointments 

Hickson  &  Welch  (Holdings)  Ltd:  Mr  J. 

P.  R.  Alvin  resigned  his  directorship  at  a 
board  meeting  on  December  9. 
Jeycs  UK  Ltd:  Mr  Dennis  William  Deeks, 
who  has  been  chief  accountant  and  com- 
pany secretary  for  the  past  three  years, 
has  been  appointed  financial  controllei 
Eastman  Kodak  Co:  Mr  Walter  A.  Fallon, 
president  of  Eastman  Kodak  Co,  USA, 
has  been  elected  chairman  in  succession  to 
Mr  Gerald  B.  Zornow  who  plans  to  retire 
on  January  L  The  new  president  will  be 
Mr  Colby  H.  Chandler,  who  is  succeeded 
as  executive  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  the  US  and  Canadian  photo- 
graphic division  by  Mr  D.  C.  Harvey. 
Nicholas  Laboratories:  Mr  Mike  Davis 
has  been  appointed  to  the  newly  created 
post  of  new  consumer  products  marketing 
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manager  and  is  succeeded  as  marketing 
manager,  pharmaceuticals,  by  Mr  Graeme 
Hannah  who  was  formerly  product  mar- 
keting manager.  Mr  Andrew  Slater  has 
been  appointed  new  consumer  products 
development  manager.  Mr  Tony  Pooke  has 
been  appointed  toiletries  marketing  man- 
ager in  succession  to  Mr  Brian  Mascall 
who  has  been  transferred  to  group  head- 
quarters. 

Vestric  Ltd:  Mr  H.  Heath,  branch  mana- 
ger at  Foots  Cray,  has  been  appointed 
customer  services  manager  at  the  head 
office  in  Runcorn.  Mr  T.  Coffey  moves 
from  branch  manager,  Sheffield,  to  branch 
manager,  Liverpool,  and  Mr  D.  H.  Cruick- 
shank,  assistant  branch  manager  at  Stock- 
port is  now  branch  manager  at  Sandwich. 
Mr  J.  Finnie,  branch  manager  at  T.  &  H. 
Smith  (Glasgow),  has  been  appointed 
branch  manager,  Hatrick  (Glasgow),  and 
Mr  M.  Guthrie  moves  from  depot  mana- 
ger at  Bootle  to  branch  manager  at  Shef- 
field. Mr  H.  Hampton,  branch  manager  at 
Sandwich  is  now  branch  manager,.  Foots 
Cray,  Mr  S.  MacPherson,  assistant  branch 
manager,  Sheffield  has  been  appointed 
branch  manager  of  T.  &  H.  Smith  (Glas- 
gow), and  Mr  D.  Coffey,  assistant  branch 
manager  at  Heywood  is  now  depot  mana- 
ger, Bootle. 


Christmas  holiday  closings 

The  following  closing  dates  are  in  addition 
to  those  previously  notified  last  week,  p804. 

From  close  of  business  Friday,  December 
24,  to  start  of  business  Tuesday,  January 
4  (except  as  stated). 
Eli  Lilly  &  Co  Ltd,  Kingsclere  Road, 
Basingstoke,  Hants  RG21  2XA.  (Closed 
12-30  pm  Friday.  Skeleton  staff  available 
to  handle  urgent  orders  from  8  30  am  to 
4  45  pm  on  December  29,  30  and  31.) 
Stafford-Miller  Ltd,  166  Great  North 
Road,  Hatfield,  Herts.  (Closed  2  pm 
Friday.) 

From  close  of  business  Friday,  December 
24  to  start  of  business  Monday,  January 
3  (except  as  stated). 
Parke-Davis  &  Co,  Usk  Road,  Pontypool, 
Gwent  NP4  8XH.  (Closed  noon  Friday. 
Urgent  inquiries  and  orders  will  be  dealt 
with  on  December  29,  30  and  31.) 

Other  arrangements 

CIBA  Laboratories,  Horsham,  West  Sussex 
RH12  4AB.  Closed  from  1  pm,  Friday, 
December  24  to  9  am,  Wednesday,  Decem- 
ber 29  and  from  5  30  pm,  Friday,  Decem- 
ber 31  to  9  am,  Tuesday,  January  4. 
E.  R.  Squibb  and  Sons  Ltd,  Reed  Lane, 
Moreton,  Merseyside  L46  1QW.  Sales 
service  available  between  10  am  and  4  pm 
on  December  29  and  30.  Full  service  avail- 
able between  normal  working  hours  on 
December  24  and  31.  Normal  emergency 
service  (051  677  2201)  will  operate  at  all 
other  times.  Full  service  resumed  Tuesday, 
January  4. 

E.  Merck  Ltd,  Four  Marks,  Alton,  Hants. 
Closed  from  5.30  pm,  Thursday,  December 
23  to  9  am,  Wednesday,  December  29  and 
on  Monday,  January  3. 
Montedison  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  King- 
maker House,  Station  Road,  Barnet,  Herts 
EN5  1NU.  Closed  on  December  24,  27 
and  28  and  on  January  3. 
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piate  prices  change 

ondon,  December  15:  The  price  spread 
f  opiates  was  narrowed  during  the  week 
one  manufacturer  lifted  his  schedule 
nging  the  items  nearer  to  those 
nounced  by  another  maker  in  Novem- 
r.  Also  in  pharmaceutical  chemicals 
ydroquinone  was  marked  up  by  £0.30  kg 
nd  chloroform  in  bottles  by  £0.14  per 
/vo-litre  bottle. 
In  crude  drugs  aloes  continued  firm 
ut  balsams  were  easier.  Lemon  peel, 
hich  has  been  rising  for  several  months, 
ame  down  by  £100  metric  ton.  With  the 
provement  of  sterling,  offers  of  wuch- 
azel  leaves  and  hydrastis  were  also 
ower.  Cascara,  however,  rose  again  by 
30  metric  ton  on  the  spot,  benzoin  by 
:1.00  cwt  and  gentian  root  by  £3.00 
netric  ton. 

Among  essential  oils  Chinese  cassia 
vas  exceptionally  easier.  Other  changes 
vere  upward  in  direction;  they  included 
ove  leaf,  lemongrass  and  petitgrain.  A 
>arcel  of  sandalwood  was  sold  at  £65.00 
but  afterwards  £70.00  was  again 
frsked — the  same  as  the  previous  week. 


i  i-kg  lots)  Alkaloid  £103.10, 
methylbromide  £124.40,  sul- 


Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Adrenaline:   (per  g)   1-kg  lots  base  £0.25;  acid 
tartrate  £0.20. 
Atropine:  (Per  kg 
methonitrate  £102, 
phate  £94.50. 
tfrucine  sulphate:  £45.00  kg. 

Chloroform:  BP  in  drums  per  metric  ton  from  £406 
in  35-kg  drums  down  to  £383  in  280-kg  drums. 
500  ml  bottle  £0.90  each;  2-litre  bottle  £2.21. 
Cocaine:    Alkaloid    £448    per    kg;  hydrochloride 
£409.  Subject  to  Misuse  of  Drugs  Regulations. 
Dextromethorphan:  £134  per  kg  in  5-kg  lots. 
Clucose:   (Her  metric  ton  in  10-ton  lots) — mono- 
hydrate  £195;  anhydrous  £445;  liquid  43°  Baume 
£200  (5-drum  lots ; ,  naked  14-tons  £160  ton. 
Homatropine:   Hydrobromide   £90.20  kg;  methyl- 
bromide  £83.70 — both  in  i-kg  lots. 
Hydroquinone:  One-ton  Ids  £2.43  per  kg;  500-kg 
£2.52  kg. 

Hyoscine:  Hydrobromide  £482.10  kg. 
Hyoscyamine:  Sulphate,  100-g  lots  £160.60  kg. 
Isoprenaiine:   Hydrochloride  £52.00   kg;  sulphate 
£45.00. 

Methadone  hydrochloride:  Subject  to  Misuse  of 
Drugs  Regulations,  £1.33  per  5-g. 

kg)  in  1-kg  lots;  subject  to 
Regulations — Codeine  alkaloid 
to  maker;  hydrochloride  £473- 
£413-£420;  sulphate  £473. 
Diamorphine  alkaloid  £643;  hydrochloride  £527- 
£586.  tthylmorphine  hydrochloride  £444  to  £538. 
Morphine  alkaloid  E596-E605;  hydrochloride  and 
sulphate  £488-£496. 

Pethidine  hydrochloride:  Less  than  10-kg  lots 
£34.69  kg.  Subject  to  Misuse  of  Drugs  Regu- 
lations. 

Phenylephrine    hydrochloride:    From    £65.00  to 
£70.00  kg  according  to  quantity. 
Pholcodine:  1-kg  £452  to  £457  as  to  maker;  60- 
kg  lots  £415.  Subject  to  Misuse  of  Drugs  Regu- 
lations. 

Physostigmine:  Salicylate  £1.00  per  g;  sulphate 
£1.28  100-kg  lots. 

Pilocarpine:    Hydrochloride    £268   kg;    25-kg  lots 
£235  kg.  Nitrate  £264  and  £230  respectively. 
Theophylline:  Hydrate  and  ahydrous  £3.41   kg  in 
100-kg   lots.   Theophylline  ethylenediamine  £3.66 
kg  under  50-kg  lots. 

Crude  drugs 

Alces:  Cape  £1.32  kg  spot;  £1.28,  cif.  Curacao 
spot  nominal;  shipments  £1.83,  cif. 
Balsams:  (kg)  Canada:  £12.20  spot;  £12.00,  cif 
for  shipment.  Copaiba:  BPC  £1.95  on  the  spot; 
£1.85.  cif.  Peru:  Spot  £6.45;  £6.30,  cif.  Tolu: 
£3.75  spot. 


Opiates:  (£  per 
Misuse  of  Drugs 
£541  to  £550  as 
£488;  phosphate 
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Benzoin:  BP  £88.00-£89.00  cwt  spot;  £87.00- 
£88.00,  cif. 

Cascara:  £930  metric  ton  spot;  £900,  cif. 

Cinnamon:  (cif)  Seychelles  bark  £420  ton.  Ceylon 

quills  4  O's  £0.66  lb. 

Cloves:  Madagascar  £4,200  per  ton,  cif. 

Cochineal:  Peruvian  silver-grey  £14.70  kg,  spot; 

£14.20,  cif.  Tenerife  black  £19.00. 

Dandelion:  New  crop  for  shipment  £1.17  kg,  cif. 

Ergot:  Portuguese-Spanish  £1.80  kg  spot;  £1.40, 

cif. 

Gentian:  Root  £1.48  kg  spot,  £1.45,  cif. 
Hydrastis:  (kg)  £10.00  spot;  £9.90,  cif. 
Lemon  peel:  Unextracted  £1,850  metric  ton  spot; 
shipment  £1,800,  cif. 

Menthol:   (kg)   Brazilian  £10.90  spot;  £10.70,  cif. 

Chinese  £11.00  in  bond;  £10.85,  cif. 

Senega:  (kg)  Canadian  £14.00  spot;  £13.80,  cif. 

Senna:    (Kg)    Alexandria   pods,    hp,  E1.40-E1.70, 

manufacturing,  £0.95.  Tinnevelly  leaves  faq  No  3, 

£0.28,  faq  pods  £0.27,  hp  £0.39. 

Styrax:  £4.50  spot;  £4.00,  cif. 

Tonquin  beans:  Spot  £1.50  kg;  shipment  £1.40, 
cif  (Angostura  type). 

Valerian:  Indian  root  £950  metric  ton  spot;  ship- 
ment £920,  cif. 

Witchhazel  leaves:  Spot  £3.65  kg;  £3.55,  cif. 

Essential  oils 

Cassia:  Chinese  February  shipment  £67.00  kg,  cif. 
Cedarwood:  Chinese  £1.25  kg  spot  and  cif. 
Celery:  English  £40.00  kg. 
Citroneila:    Ceylon    £1.40  kg 
Chinese  £2.05  kg  spot;  £2.15 
Clove:  Indonesian  leaf,  £2.60 
£2.60,     cii.  English-distilled 
nominal. 

Lemongrass:  £5.25  kg  spot;  £4.70,  cif. 

Patchouli:  £8.50  kg  spot;  £8.00,  cif. 

Pennyroyal:  £11.14  kg  fob  origin. 

Pepper:  English-distilled  ex-black  £90.00  kg. 

Peppermint:   (kg)  Arvensis — Brazilian  £5.50  spot; 

£5.40,     cif.     Chinese     £5.50     spot;     £5.40,  cif. 

Piperata,  American  Far  West  about  £24.00,  cif. 

Petitgrain:  £5.70  kg  spot;  forward  £5.50,  cif. 

Rosemary:  £6.00  kg  spot. 

Sage:  Spanish  £1 1 .50-E1 2.50  kg  spot. 

Sandalwood:  Mysore  £70.00  kg  spot. 

Sassafras:  Chinese  £2.25  kg,  cif.  Brazilian  £2.20 

kg  spot  and  cif. 

Spearmint:  (kg)  American  Far  West  £18.50. 
Chinese  afloat  £12.50,  shipment  £11.70,  cif.  Jan- 
Feb  shipment. 

The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers 
or  rr.anufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  and  do  net 
include  value  added  tax.  They  represent  the  last 
quoted  or  accepted  prices  as  we  go  to  press. 


spot;  £1.35,  cif. 
cif. 

kg  spot;  shipment 
bud    £40.00  spot 


esterday  today  and  tomorrow 
we're  always  avant  garde 

Yesterday  we  travelled  the  world  in  search  of  the  finest  in  fashion  accessories. 
Today  we  offera  brand, firmly  established,  growing  fast  and  selling  even  faster! 
Tomorrow,  we  ve  a  big  exciting  Christmas  range  to  capture  more  sales  than 
ever.  Contact  your  wholesaler  today,  or  Van  Adelsberg  &  de  Vries  (GB)  Ltd, 
96  St.  Andrews  Road,  Walthamstow, London  E17  6EG. Telephone;  01-531  7221. 

itV£int-g€lftle  -always  one  step  ahead 


avantgarde 

rtemationoifoswon  accessories 


international  fashion  accessories 


Talk  Shop  to  Myers - 
the  Shop  fitting  experts 


Write  for  catalogue  to:-  S.I.MYERS  LTD 

Tel:  01-251  4444  80/84  OLD  STREET  LONDON  EC1V  9 AN 


RIDDOBRON  . . . 

for  asthma  — 

the  effective  INHALANT 

used  with  confidence  by 

asthma  sufferers  over  many 

years 

RIDDELL  PRODUCTS  offer  a 

complete  range  of  ASTHMA 
PRODUCTS  and  INHALERS. 

Remember  RIDDELL  for  the 

treatment  of  asthma  and 
bronchitis 

RIDDELL  PRODUCTS  LTD. 

RIDDELL  HOUSE, 

10-14  DUNBRIDGE  STREET, 

LONDON  E2. 

Telephone:  01-739  7254/5/6. 
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Classified 
Advert 


vertisements 


Post  to  Classified  Advertisements,  Chemist  &  Drug- 
gist, 25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3JA. 
Telephone  01353  3212. 

Publication  date  Every  Saturday. 

Headings  All  advertisements  appear  under  appro- 
priate headings. 

Screen  100. 


Display/Semi  Display  £5  00  per  single  column 
centimetre,  min  25mm.  Column  width  42mm. 

Whole  page  £350  (254mm  x  178mm). 

Half  page  £200  (125mm  x  178mm). 
Quarter  page  £110  (125mm  x  86mm) . 

Lineage  £1-00  per  line,  minimum  5  lines  @  £5  00. 

Box  numbers  £0-50  extra. 

Series  Discounts  5%  on  3  insertions  or  over.  10% 
on  7  insertions  or  over.  1 5%  on  1 3  insertions  or  over. 

Copy  date  4  pm  Tuesday  prior  to  publication  date. 
Advertisements  should  be  prepaid. 

Circulation  ABC  January/December  1975:  14,722 


Wanted 


WE  WILL  PURCHASE  for  cash  a 
complete  stock  of  a  redundant  line, 
including  finished  or  partly  finished 
goods,  packaging,  raw  materials, 
etc.  No  quantity  too  large.  Our  rep- 
resentative will  call  anywhere.  Wrue 
or  telephone  Lawrence  Edwards  & 
Co.  Ltd.,  6/7  Wellington  Close, 
Ledbury  Road,  London  W11.  Tel: 
Park  3137-8. 


A.&H.  OTTER  LTD. 

(established  1920) 

Largest  cash  stock  buyers  in  the 
trade  for  manufacturers'  clearing 
lines,  and  retailers'  stocks. 
8  Northburgh  Street,  London 
EC1V  0BA.  Tel:  01-253  1184/5. 
Telegrams:  "Salvall",  London, 
E.C.1. 


Property 


CUT  PRICE  DRUG  STORE  London 
SW16.  Prime  Main  Road  position 
next  to  Sainsbury's,  opposite  Mac 
Market.  Fully  fitted  including  fully 
fitted  dispensary  (not  in  use).  T.O. 
£54,000  p. a.  15  year  lease  £2,500 
p. a.  Next  rent  revue  1983.  Profit 
27}-29%.  Offers  in  strictest  con- 
fidence  (S.A.V.).  Box  No.  2446. 


Miscellaneous 


SHOP  FASCIA  SIGNS,  PROJECTING 
SIGNS  AND  SIGNS  of  every  descrip- 
tion are  designed,  manufactured  and 
installed  by  PETER  COWLING  SIGNS. 
Our  COMPLETE  SERVICE  offers  low 
cost,  top  quality  signs  of  every  type, 
plus  FREE  quotations  and  payment 
terms  if  needed.  If  you  want  a  sign 
NOW,  then  give  us  a  call,  and,  if 
you  quote  this  ad  when  you  ring, 
you  could  get  a  Dleasant  surprise 
So  telephone  us  now  on  01-670  7411. 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 
Jodez  (Manchester)  Ltd 

34  Shudehill,  Manchester  M4  1EY 

Tel:  061-832  6564 

Largest  and  most  exclusive 
range  of  direct  and  imported 
Continental  Jewellery,  Necklets, 
Pendants,  Dress  Rings,  Ear 
rings.  Brooches,  Bracelets,  Hair 
Ornaments. 

Suppliers  to  Chemists  over  20 
years. 

Sample  parcels  available. 


Pharmaceutical  Antiques,  urgently  re- 
quired all  items  connected  with  old- 
fashioned  Pharmacies  —  runs  of 
drawers,  shop  fittings,  bottles,  jars, 
pill  machines  etc.  Telephone  Ashtead 
(Surrey  72319/76626,  24  hour  answer- 
ing service,  Robin  Wheeler  Antiques 
"Parklands",  Park  Road,  Ashtead, 
Surrey. 


Business 
for  sale 


DRUG  STORE  FOR  SALE,  East 
London.  Old  established,  sales 
£58,000  p. a.  rising.  Very  low  rents/ 
overheads.  Nett  profits  £10,000, 
lock-up  shoo.  £11,750  +  SAV.  Box  no. 
2444. 


Appointments 


Old  established  herbal,  health 
food  and  cosmetics  company. 
Seek  production  Manager/ess. 
Pharmaceutical  qualifications 
essential.  interest  in  plant 
material  for  both  herbal  phar- 
maceuticals and  natural  cosmet- 
ics desirable.  Salary  negotiable. 

Apply  to: 

D.  Fikkert, 
CARTER  BROS. 
Glen  Laboratories, 
Dockfield  Road, 
Shipley, 
West  Yorksh:re  VD17  7AQ. 


Trademarks 


TRADE  MARK  FOR  SALE.  We  wish 
to  sell  the  trade  mark  of  a  cosmetic 
product  falling  outside  our  main 
range.  The  product  has  national  dis- 
tribution with  sales  of  approximately 
£30,000  p. a.  and  is  capable  of  con- 
siderable expansion.  Box  No:  2447. 


Tolley's 

Tax  Tables  1976/77 

Published  within  days  of  the 
chancellor's  budget  speech, 
these  detailed  tables  cover 
all  main  rates  of  income 
tax,  corporation  tax  and 
V.A.T.  and  include  a  sum- 
mary of  the  budget  pro- 
posals. 

Price  90p. 


Please  mention  C  &  D 
when  replying  to 
advertisements 


PRODUCTION 
CONTROLLER 

Small  pharmaceutical  company 
wishes  to  appoint  experienced 
person  to  control  manufacturing 
and  despatch  activities.  Salary 
up  to  £3,500  p. a.  Apply  in 
writing,  giving  full  details  of  pre- 
vious experience  to  Mr.  I.  R. 
Campbell,  Fulford  Williams  (In- 
ternational) Ltd.,  Cornwall  Road, 
Hatch  End,  Middlesex  HA5  4JY. 


Shopfitting 


MODERN      PHARMACY  wall  and 

counter    units   for   sale,  both  with 

draw-runs.    In    excellent  condition, 

recently  removed  from  pharmacy. 
Tel:  Nazeing  2177. 

CHROMIUM,  CRYSTAL  DISPLAY 
COUNTERS,  ISLAND  DISPLAY  UNITS, 
SHOWCASES,  WINDOW  FITTINGS, 
COMPLETE      SHELVING  SYSTEMS 

with  or  without  canopy  lighting. 
Prompt  delivery  direct  from  the 
makers.  See  our  showroom  or  invite 
us  to  call  without  obligation  for  in- 
stant quote.  THIRSK  SHOPFITTINGS, 
741-743  Garratt  Lane,  London  SW17 
0DP.  Tel:  01-946  2291   (4  lines). 


For  Sale 


ONE-SIZE  TIGHTS  from  £1.55  doz. 
plus  VAT.  Min.  order  6  doz.  overall. 
CWO.  Carriage  free.  Full  range  Price 
List.  Edward  Kaye  Ltd.,  3  South 
Place,  London  EC2 


Pharmaceuticals 

available  for  prompt  delivery 
ex  UK/Hamburg  warehouse 

Sodium  Salicylate  BP.68 
Sodium  Sulphacetamide 
BP.68 

Sulphanilamide  BP.73 
Phenolphthaleine  BP.73 
Acetyl  Salicylic  Acid 
USP.19 

Antibiotics  Digoxin, 
Digitoxin,  Ergometrir.e, 
Ergotamine 
Formulated  Medicines 

ARCODE  LTD. 

Plantation  House 
Mincing  Lane 
LONDON  EC3 

Telephone:  01-623  7074 
Telex:  883476 


Please  address  Box  No. 
replies  to  :  Box  No.  ... 

Chemist  &  Druggist 
25  New  Street  Square 
London  EC4A  3JA 


SEX  DISCRIMINATION  ACT 

No  job  advertisement  which  indicates  or  can  reasonably 
be  understood  as  indicating  an  intention  to  discriminate 
on  grounds  of  sex  (e.g.  by  inviting  applications  only 
from  males  or  only  from  females)  may  be  accepted 
unless: 

1.  the  job  is  for  the  purpose  of  a  private  household,  or 

2.  it  is  in  a  business  employing  fewer  than  six  persons,  or 

3.  it  is  otherwise  excepted  from  the  requirements  of  the 
Sex  Discrimination  Act. 

A  statement  must  be  made  at  the  time  the  advertisement  is  placed 
saying  which  of  the  exceptions  in  the  Act  is  considered  to  apply. 


Printed  by  H.  O.  LLOYD  &  CO  LTD,  Islington,  London  Nl  8HX, 
Registered  at  the  Post  Office  as  a  Newspaper.  104/13J/16S. 


and  oublished  by   BENN   BROTHERS   LTD.   25   New  Street   Square.   London   EC4A  3JA. 
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As  from  the  1st  of  January  1977 

all  distribution  of 

PINO  SILVESTRE 

and 

REPLICA  PRODUCTS 

will  be  handled  from 

NATURA  PRODUCTS 

and 

EVENOON 

at  90  Belsize  Lane  London  NW3  5BE 
Telephone  Numbers  01-435  1193  01-794  2244 

Agents  and  representatives  will  be  calling  on  you 


Mow- a  big  seller 
las  a  big  sister! 


ior  cracHed  &.  sore  sWn 


Lotil-in  a  Jar 


lotil  soothes  and  helps  heal  painfu 
cracks  and  fissures  of  the  skin  - 
especially  on  hands  and 
finger-tips. 

lotil  is  always  in  demand  - 
more  than  ever  in  the  winter. 
Your  customers  will  welcome  th 
new  economy  size  Family  Jar. 


net  weight  lOOg. 
n  a  Display  Outer  of  six 

A  John  Bell  Hills  & 
Lucas  Product 

Ask  your  Wholesaler.  Distributed  by 
Fassett  &  Johnson  Ltd.,  Dawson  Road, 
Bletchley,  Milton  Keynes  MK1 1JT. 
Tel:  0908  71281. 
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you  need 
high  quality  ^ 
tablets  and  capsules. 


we're  in  business 


Seward  Pharmaceutical,  Imberhorne  Lane.  East  Grinstead,  Sussex,  England  RH1 9 1 QX 

A  member  of  the  Medical  Division  of  UAC  International 


Telephone  our  Sales  Department  on  East  Grinstead  (0342)  21436/9 


! 


